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THE BIRTH-DAY PRESENT. 

** Mamma"" said Rosamond, after a 
Ibng silence, " do you know what I 
have been thinking of all this time ? ^ 

" No, my dear.— What ? " 

" Why, mamma, about 'my cousin 
. Bell's birth-diay ; do yoii know what day 
it is?*' 

" No, I don't remember." 

" Dear mother ! don't you remember 
it's thie 22d of December ; and her 
birth-day is the day after to-morrow ?— 
Dorft you recollect now ? But you never 
remember about birth-days, mamma: 
that was just what I Was thinking of, 
that you never remember my sister 
Lafara's birth-day, or— or— or minef 
&amma." 

VOL. II. B 



SI THE BIRTH-DAY PRESENT. 

** What do you mean^ my dear? 
I remember your birth-day perfectly 
well.** 

^ Indeed ! but you never keep it 
though." 

^ What do you mean by keeping 
your birth-day ? ^* 

•* Oh, mamma, you know very well 
— as Bell's birth-day is kept.— In the 
first place there is a great dinner." 

^^ And can Bell eat more upon her 
Wrth-day than upon any other day ? ** 

^^ No ; nor I should not mind about 
the dinner^ except the mince pies. But 
Bell has a great many nice . things ; I 
don*t mean . nice eatable things ; but 
nice new playthings given to her always 
on her birth-day ; and every body drinks 
her healthy and she's so happy ! '* 

^ But stay, Rosamond^ how you 
jumble things tether! Is it every 
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body's drinking her health, that makes 
her so happy; or the new plaything^^ 
or the nice mince pies? I can- easily 
believe, that she is happy whilst she iSi 
eating a mince pie» or whilst she is 
[^ying; but how does every body's 
drinking her health at dinner make her 
happy ? " 

Rosamond paused, and then said she 
did not know. ** But," added she, ** the 
mce new playthings, mother ! " 

" But why the nice new playthings ? 
Do you like them only because they are 

^^ Not only — ^I do not like playthings 
mly because they are new, but Bell docs^ 
I believe — ^for that puts me in mind--^ 
Do you know, mother, she had a great 
drawerfuU of A/play things that she nev^r 
used, and she said that they. were good 
for nothing, because they were old; bot 

B2 



^ libovgbl mwy of them were good % 
a I^Fent 4e^ mor^ itbaja tbQ new Qne$,-r 
J^pw yott s^^ be judge, mamma; 111 
tell you all that was in the drawer." 

" Nay, Ro^^ipfiopdy thank you, n^jt 
Mst now ; I have ngt tim^ to listen to 

" Well, then, mamma, the dgy aft;«* 
to^marrow I can show you the drawer ; 
,1 want ypn Ito be judg^ very much, be- 
cause I atn sure 1 was in the right.— 
gf^pdi mother," a^jckd Rosamond, stop- 
.ff^g her as sh^ was going out of 1^ 
room, ** will you — ^not now, but wh^ 
jqffrp tifm- — ^will joii tell me wj^y you 
fim^r ke^ my birth-cjay— whj yon 
iie^ier make any difference between th^ 

^ay apd mj other day ? " 

** And iriHl ypw, Rp^wpi|d^-Haot»fiw;f 

^|; wb^n ypw hvr» time tp think abs^ 
j|$w-t«U78« why I jshpnld wake any ifj^- 
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ftrence between ydur birth*day and ai^ 
other day?'* 

* Rosamond thought — but she coiM 
not find out any reason: besides, she 
suddenly recollected, that she had Btl 
thne to think any longer, for there was 
a certain worlc-basket to be finished^ 
which she was making for her cousin 
Bell, as a present upon her birth-day. 
The work was at a stand for want of 
some filigree paper, and as her mother 
was going out she asked her to take her 
with her, that she might buy some. Her 
sister Laura went with them. 

*^ Sister/* said Rosamond, as they 
were walking along, " what have yw 
done with your half-guinea ? *^ 

" I have it in my pocket.*' 
' *• Dear! you will keep it for ever in 
your pocket : you know my godmother^ 
when she gave it to you, said you woi^ 



and I know what she thMig^^(\I^ |^ 
^gflf^ at ^e tiipe. I kimd ^ flff ^Ei^me- 

i ,^ « Yes," said Laur«, pnn#^f ** iJie 






mit did nQt you hear Jjer s^jr t^miyi 

•;,fir^ Y^ generous? ppd she'll see )|ih»t 
.. ^e wi^: Wt piistakeQ. I h»pe nhe'Jtt j(e 
•t^ whe* I givp i»j basIM^ to B«l}nr- 
Won'tit be bi94l>t}M?^t)i(?ne4g^|li^ 
wreath of myitis, ypu kqpF^ |X)riqd lji|e 
vIlHIlidji^ aipd A jf?Qit gnwRd, and ^^ tiie 



*» 



« Stay," ioA^n^it^ h^r fM^r; #)r 

Rosamond, finlioUMitiupg tj^e .i^fHpM of 

fjief; wpiAM)«ilE»i^i#«d,4adwj(|^^ so 

,.^filr tjh«i^,sh« hid pKWid* vitfuwt ufar- 



wiu tlnsi «w7>^r Mo\is^ of a fAvgeX, a»l 
Mie^ tl)# wU)d9W9 lookj^ Wjt into » 
Illfa^tWhn^: H fmch fyil pf 194)^8 §it«f- 
||i^ fit jtlje ji?or Ju§!t Jj^fore tljey ijr^t 
in, so that no one had time imtnfjIi^lc^F 

#■#^1 1^ ^ ^^i^ ''^ ^? wip4Qir> 
:;f^r9 sh^,s^w, tljat Ijer wstejr ]liaWf» 

urns jfi^g ^^ivmtiy At $ametttipg^b8t 

IKIIB |)a88ii;iig4ii ti)e lane. 
, .Qp{K)^,t|i iDiie wijwiow, ftt th(? !*«jr 
.flf , a |H)«^rlQp|p«g J|©use, ^ere ww si$- 
-i^ « Jitt}# £^ we«nc|r il^- ^ 

X^wm: '^ .whI I»P7 h^nfSt (t^," iv^d^ 

Ji» ia m ¥iim'^ JiSifsrmfi^i ^ jw|t 
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then, a baker with a basket of roUs on 
his head passed, and by accident one "of 
the roils fell close to the little girl : she 
took it up eagerly, looked at it as if she 
was very hungry, then put aside her 
work, and ran after the baker to return 
it to him. 

'Whilst she was gone, a footman in a 
livery laced with silver, who belonged to 
the coach that stood at the shop door, 
as he was lounging with one of his com- 
panions, chanced to spy the weaving- 
pillow, which she had left upon a stone 
before the doon To divert himself (for 
idle people do mischief often to divert 
themselves) he took up the pillow, and 
entangled aU the bobbins. The Utile 
girl came back out of breath to her 
work ; but what was her surprise and 
sorrow to find it spoiled: she twisted 
and untwisted, placed and replaced the 



1 

I 

I 

bMbms^ whik the fDotoum stood l^ugh- 
m^ at her 4istr^3^. Sh« got up g^ntl^, 
and was retiring into the house^ wbofi 
4;he ^ilver-laced footman stopped her, 
s^^jiflff insolently — " Sit stiD, child/* 

** I royst go to my mother, dr," sai<jl 
the child ; " besides^ you have spoi]^ 
all my lace — I can't stay/' 

" Can't you," said the brutal footmi^n^ 
sgoMebin^ her weaving-pillow agaiii^ 
^* I'll teach you tp comjdain of me." ^ 
And he broke off, one after another, all 
tjhe bptdbins, put them into his podl^et^ 
voflei her wepiving-pillow down the 
..dirty lane, then jumped up behind \^s 
mistre§9*s c:pa<^, and was out of sight ip 
w jffstant* 

^ Poor girl !'* excUimied |lo^m(9i4> 
«9 lopger^le t^ resti'^u^ ber indigQi^r 
^fm At thi^ injustice; ^^ Poof Uttjp 
girl!" 
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At this instant her mother said tl 
Rosamond — ^^ Come now, my dear, 1 
you want this filigree paper, buy it.** 

^^ Yes, madam,** said Rosamond ; and 

the idea of what her godmother and her 

cousin Bell would think of her generosity 

rushed again upon her imagination. 

All her feelings of pity were immediately 

suppressed. Satisfied with bestowing 

another exclamation upon the '^ Poior 

little girt ! ** she went to spend her haltj 

guinea upon her filigree basket* In the 

mean time, she that was called the 

'^ Uttle miser ^ beckoned to the poor giri, 

« -I 

and opening the window said, pointing 

to the cushion, " Is it quite spoiled ? '* 

*' Quite, quite spoiled ! and I can't,. 

nor mother neither, buy another; anl 

1 can*t do any thing else for my bread.^ 

-i-A few, but very few, tears fell as she 

said this. 
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"How much would another cost?** 
said Laura. 
^ Oh, a great — great deal." 
** More than that ? " said Laura, hold- 
ng up her half-guinea. 
"Oh, no."* 

" Then you can buy another with 
Siat," said Laura, dropping the half- 
lea into her hand, and she shut the 
idow before the child could find words 
thank her ; but not before she saw a 
ik of joy and gratitude, which gave 
lura more pleasure probably than all 
praise which could have been be- 
fwed upon her gf nerosity* 
Late on the morning of her cousin's 
;h-day, Rosamond finished her work- 
:et. The carriage was at the door— - 
came running to call her; het 
T*s voice was heard at the same in- 
so she was obliged to go down 
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with her basket btit hsdf wrapp^ed up in 
silver paper, a circumstance at which ^ 
was '^ good deal diiconcerted ; fot the 
pleasure of surprising Bell would be ut- 
terly lost, if^ one bit of the ffligree sfaoitfl 
peep out before the proper time. As 
tlie carriage went on, Rosamohd piuUed 
the papet to one side and to the ot^; 
and by each of the four comers. 

^^ It mBt iievtf do, iny dear/* stBS 
fier father, Who had been watching h^ 
operations, " I am afraid you will hev^r 
make a sheet of paper cover a bbx whicK 
is twice as large as itself.'' 

" It is not a box, father," sai3 
Rosamond, a little peevishly; " It'i^ a 
basket." 

^* Let us look at this basket;" sM 
1^6, taking it out of her tin willing hands; 
&f she knew of what frail mateHl&l 
it was made, and she dreaded its c6^* 
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to pieeesr und^ her faither's exami- 
nation. 

Hcf took hold of the handle lather 
nughljT ; and smarting off the coach-i%at» 
lisecried^^ 

** Oh, sir ! father ! sir ! yoti will spdSt 
it indeed!'' said she, with^ increased 
idieinence, when, after drawing aside 
Hie trdl of silver-paper, shi; saw him 
grasp the myrtle-wreathed handle. 
 ** Indeed, sir, you will sijioil the poor 
kandle ! " 

^ But what is the use of the poor 
handle,* said her father, ** if we art 
ii0t to take hold of it? And pray^'' 
continued he, turning the basket round 
with his finger and thumb, rather in a 
dKftrespectful manner — ^^ pray is this the 
ihiBg you have been about all this week? 
I have seen you all this week dabbling 
with paste* tod ra^; I could not con* 

VOL. n. c 
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ceive what you were about — ^Is this the. 
thing? ^ 

" Yes, sir. — lYou think then that I 
have wasted my time, because the basket^ 
is of no use : but then it is for a present, 
for my cousin Bell." 

** Your cousin Bell will be very much, 
obliged to you for a present that is o£ 
no use: you had better have given her 
the purple jar.*'* 

** Oh, father ! I thought you had for- 
gotten that — it was two years ago ; Tm 
not so silly now. But Bell will like the 
basket, I know, though it is of no use*** 

*• Then you think Bell is sillier wott;, 
than you were two years ago. — ^Well, 
perhaps that is true ; but how comes it, 
Rosamond, now that you are so wis^ 
that you are fond of such a silly person?** 

* See Early Lessons* 
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-' ** /, father ? " said Rosamond, hesi- 
tating ; *' I don't think I am verjf fond 
of her." 

** I did not say very fond." 

** Well, but I don't think I am at 
dl fond of her." 

" But you have spent a whole week 
in making this thing for her.*' 

^^ Yes, and all my half-guinea be- 
sides.'* 

** Yet you think her siDy, and you 
are not fond of her at all ; and you say 
you know this thing will be of no use ta 
her.** 

** But it is her birth-day, sir; and I 
am sure she will expect something, and 
Wery body else will give her something.*^ 
r «c Then your reason for giving is 
because she expects you to give her 
something. And will you, or can you» 
or should you always give, merely be- 



others ^arpe^f or beoaii^e 



ib(i)4pr ,^lse gives ? '' 

" Always ! — ^no, not always." 

" Oh, only gn Wrth-4»ys.'' 

SU^amoiidf langlungi '^ Now y^u 4U!e 
making a joke of me, papa, I see ; bql^ 
I thought you liked th9)t people ^ould 
be generoii»wmy godmother said tl^ 
she did,'* 

^^ So do I^ full as well as yoinr g^ 
mother; but we have not yet quite set- 
tled what it is to be geporous.'* 

^^ Why^ is it not generoi^s to mikfi 
presents?" said Rosamond. 

^ Thai; is a question, which it would 
tiike ^p ;i great def^l <)f time 1;o aiiffWiH. 
iBul^ for instaiicei tp pake a prese^^i^f 
^ ^ii^ thut you kpow can be of no 
fmy iQ a pemm you i»^tl^ h^ve p^ 
fSt^mr hepause it 19 hm Jrirth-4ayt WWl 
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and because she expects somethings and 
'liecause your godmother says she likea 

r 

that people should be generous, seema 
to me, my dear Rosamond, to be, since 
I must say it, rather more like folly than 
generosity.** 

Rosamond looked down upon the 
basket, and was silent. 

« Then I am a fool! am I?" said 
she, looking up at last. 

^ Because you have made one mis- 
take ? — No. If you have sense enough 
to see your own mistakes, and can af- 
terwards avoid them, you will never be 
a fool;* 

Here the carriage stopped, and Ro- 
samond recollected that the basket wan 
uncovered. 

Now we must observe, that Rosa- 
mond's father had not been too severe 
upon Bell, when he called her a silly giA 

C 8 



jligfiNlilin^ to be a sgiMei clpld : «|ye 

ItlbWig «»i)Jd i99lce Ikp ^pP3^ On ^fr 
iHTth-day she expected, however, 49J^ 

house tried to plf^ise hfr, to4 they;|n|f- 
f9^ed. ifo F^^» that hi$jt9^4eq J^rfahfast 
and dinner she had Qvly jsy^ fits Qf i^« 
Wl^ . Thi^ /cause of $F^ of tb^si^ ^ts no 
me WuW discowr; bpt the last, tSBfli 
ili09lt lanentgbte, was pppaw>ned hj ^ 
jMswppgiwtmept about a war|:e4 m^ 
frock, and accordingly at dressiB|^tin|^ 
^hff waid hr4W|^t it to her> iBXflMra* 
inif-^v See h(^rf, ^n»iss! yhft y/tpitr 
mamma has sent you on ycpr bliil^- 
4|jP^]H(fie'9 a fwclf: fit &r « .fll^en 
wrrjf 4t ffcW* ^t ]tLCf rmiH >^ 



" Yes, but mistress was (iisappQioti^ 

^ Not come home, Indee4i la^d di^if t 
Jb^j; JoKiKr it W99 my hvOt-^j ? But 
tfce'n 1 5ay J w^n't wei^r it without tl)e 

kt)f^l^t wsv it without the lace<r- 

J8»4J.ww't" 

The Iffi^ l^owerer, could not be ha4 *» 
,imd J^dl s8t isaifth jsuluoitted to ]# .t|)e 
]&P<^ > |Mit x)u. « Com^ Miss B#, 

diy your eyes," »p4 th^ in«id wbp ^ 
!<saM hWi " dry your eyes, Aud 1% tdl 
,y W iK>q««^^ that wi^l please ym* " 
« What, thea?" «»i4.'the pl^hi, jwut^ 




<< Wrfay-r-^-TT-but you wu9t pptfteV ^t 



so THE BIRTH-DAT PRESENT. 

^* Why, if you are asked, you must 
tell the tnith to be sure. — So IH hoU 
my tongue, miss.** 

*^ Nay, tell me though, and 1*11 nevar 
tell if I am asked/* 

" Well, then," said the maid, *• your 
cousin Rosamond is come, and has 
brought you the most beautifullest thing 
you ever saw in your life ; but you are 
not to know any thing about it till after 
dinner, because she wants to surprise 
you; and mistress has put it into her 
wardrobe till after dinner.*' 

^ Till after dinner ! " repeated BeB, 
impatiently ; ** I can't wait till then, I 
must see it this minute.** 

The maid refused her several times, 
till Bell burst into another fit of crying, 
and the maid fearing that her mistress 
would be angry with Aer, if Bell's eyes 



»1mw Jier the basket. - 

*^ Haw pi:etty !-^But let me have it 
in jQf oym ha^d^," said Bell, as the 
oi^id held ^the bosket up put o^ b^ 
jaB»ch« 

'* Qh ,n% y w mvst , not touch it j for 
if yw.fhwiId,spoil it, what would becomf? 
afme?" 

** Become jrf you indeed ! " exclaim«4 
^e ^spoiled child^ who iiever considered 
^j^ Xlmg byt, her ,o\trn immediate gr»> 
IxQci^Qn— ^; Become itf yo«, indeed'! 
V^«t: %Bq^«s tb«t-r-I jsha'n't spoil it,; 
and I will have it in my own hands**^?* 
if 7QU dw't hold it down for me 
^S^^e^e^, fU t>eU that you s^wed it to 
me." 
**, Thtsfi JFOU won't sna^h it ?" 
** Np, ^o, I Wfm'jt; indeed," said B#,: 
lint J9b(9 ju^ Jeai^ fi^m Jtier mmi P 
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total disregard of truth.-— She snatched 

the basket the moment it was within 

. • .  

her reach ; a struggle ensued, in whidi 
the handle and lid were torn bfit and 
t>ne of the medallions crushed inwards, 
before the little fury returned to her 
senses. Calmed at this sights the next 
question was, how she could conceal 
the mischief which she had done. After 
many attempts, the handle and Ud were 
replaced, the basket was put exactly in 
the same spot in which it had stood 
before^ and the maid charged the 
child, <^ to look as if nothing was the 
matter**' 

We hope that both children and 
parents will here pause for a moment 
to reflect. The habits of tyranny^ 
meanness, and falsehood, which chil- 
dren acquire from living with bad 
servants^ are scarcely ever conquered 
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in the whole course of their future 
^ives. 

After shutting up the basket they left 
the room, and in the adjoining passage 
thej found a poor girl waiting with a 
small parcel in her hand. 

^' What's your business?" said the 

maid. 

" I have brought home the lace, 
madam, that was bespoke for the young 
lady." 

*^ Oh, you have, have you, at last?'* 
said Bell; *' and pray why didn't you 
brii^ it sooner?" 

The girl was going to answer, but the 
maid interrupted her, saying, *^ Come, 
come, none of your excuses ; you are a 
little, idle, good-for-nothing thing, to 
disappoint Miss Bell upon her birth- 
day. But now you have brought it^ 
let us look at it.'' The little girl 
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gave the lace witibout repljr, and tfiie 
maid desired her to go about her Vvi^ 
ness^ and not to expect^ to hi paid; 
tor that her mistress could not see anj^* 
bocff , beeaise she was iti a rddth full 
company. 

^' May I caH again, madam, this a£ 
temoon ? '* said the child, timidly. 

*^ Lord bless my stars f*^ relied 
ihe maid, '* what makes ptofie .9i 
poor, I wonders ! I wish mist^M 
would buy her lace at the wai^h6use(i 
as I told her^ and not of these folks«-4[ 
Call again! yes, to be sure — I b^^^ 
you'd call, caH, call^ twenty t^^ for \ 
two-pence." 

However ungraciously the' pertB^ 
i£on to call again Was granted, it was 
t6ceived with gratitude: the IDftle gid 
departed with a cheerful couhtenanc^r 
and Bell teased her maid tiff^ ishe gMi 
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B^i* to sew the long-wished-f&r lace upon 
her cuffs. 

Unfortumite feeU ! — ^All dinner-time 
ptitssed^ and people were so hungry^ ^o 
hUsfy or so stupid, that not an eye ob^ 
served her favourite piece of finery ; titt 
at length s^ was no longer able to 
CKmceal her impatience, and turning to 
Laura, who sat next to her^ she said--^ 
^' You have no lace upon your cuffs; 
k>ok how beautiful mine is ! — Is not it ? 
Don't you wish your mamma could af» 
ibrd to give you some like it? — ^But you 
can't get any if she woidd, for this was 
ifiade on purpbse for me on my birth* 
day, and nobody can get a bit more any 
where, if they would give the world for 
it/' 

'* But cannot the person who made 
it,** said Laura, ** make any more like 

TOL. II* X> 
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" No, no, no !'* cried Bell ; for she 
had already learned, either from her 
maid or her mother, the mean pridcj 
which values things not for being really 
pretty or useful, but for being such as 
nobody else can procure. 

" Nobody can get any like it, I say/' 
repeated Bell ; " nobody in all London 
can make it but one person, and that 
person will never make a bit for any 
body but me^ I am sure — mamma won't 
let her, if I ask her not." 

" Very well," said Laura, coolly, ** I 
do not want any of it ; you need not be 
so violent: I assure you that I don't 
want any of it." 

" Yes, but you do, though," said Bell, 
more angrily. 

*^ No, indeed," said Laura, smiling. 

** You do in the bottom of your heartifj 
but you say you don*t to plague me, I 
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know,** cried Bell, swelling with disap* 
pointed vanity. — ^** It is pretty for all 
that, and it cost a great deal of money 
too, and nobody shall have any like it, 
if they cried their eyes out.*' 

Laura received this sentence in silence. 
-—Rosamond smiled. And at her smile, 
the ill-suppressed rage of the spoiled 
child burst forth into the seventh and 
loudest fit of crying which had been 
heard upon her birth-day. 

*• What's the matter, my pet?*' cried 
her mother : ** come to me, and tell me 
what's the matter." 

Bell ran roaring to her mother ; but 
no otherwise explained the cause of her 
sorrow than by tearing the fine lace,, 
with frantic gestures, from her cuffs, 
and throwing the fragments into her 
mother's lap. 

d2 
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** Ot ! the lace, child !— aie ^x)y 
ipuid?" ^d her mother, catchiog hold 
of both her hands. ** Your beautiful 
lacef say dear love— ^o you know how 
much it cost?" 

^ I don't care how much it cost— it is 
not beautifulf und Til have none of it/ 
replied Bell, sobbing — " for it is nc^ 
beautiful/* 

** But it is beautiful,** retorted fepp 
mother; I chose the pattern myself. 
Who has put it into your head, child, ' 
to dislike it ? — Was it Nwcy ?*' 

^^ No, not Nancy, but them, maxur 
m^*' 3aid 3ell, poiuting to Laura and 
»#s«npnd- . P 

« Qb^ fiei d<m*t ppmt^'' vsaid h^'^ 
pother, imttipg down her jstubb^m^ 
Hsig^r; •* nor say ihtmp like Nancy ; J* 

am sure you misunderstood* *r- Jd^'^ 

k 
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'Laara, I am sure, did not mean any 

' such thing.'* 

** No, madam ; and I did not say any 
such thing, that I recollect," said Laura, 
gently. 

*^Oh no, indeed!'' cried Rosamond, 
warmly rising in her sister's defence. 
But no defence or explanation was to be 

' heard, for eveiy body had now gathered 
round Bell, to dry her tears, and to 
comfort her for the mischief she had 
done to her own cuffs. 

They succeeded so well, that in about 
a quarter of an hour the young lady'a 
eyes, and the reddened arches over her 
eyebrows, came to their natural colour ; 
and the business being thus happily 
hushed up, the mother, as a reward to her 
daughter for her good humour, begged 

' tiiat Rosamond would now be so good 
88 to produce her ^ charming present** 

D 8 
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BMrinioQdl f«ipwed 4>7 aH tii^ cpip^ 

panj, amongst whom, to htrff^mjtSf^ 
,W0s her gpdmpther, proceeded 4;q. the 

^ Now I am sure^** thought finf^ 
^'JifiU vM he smprised, aod my ^od- 
mpt^er mll^see she w«s right ajbpulijix)]r 
jg^perosily/' 

The doi»r3 «f the w^rdrohe wer? j)|ii^ 
. ed with due c^x^moBy, and the €Uga^ 
.h^isket appsu^ in all it;*; gloiy.** , 

«* Well, this 13 a ohjirming pi:e9$)^t 

juodeed:!" aaid the i^Ddmothex;, wife was 

ope of the f^ompmj ; " Mjf Rosiunond 

Jkiiows hoiW to make firesei9ts.** And ^ 

ikfi ;yKike.9be t^ hM of the bwk«^» 

.4d Jift it dopra to i|ie,a4imri»g.mdieffliae. 

SpVA^jT had^ie louphed if^ whm, }»l 
fjbe mj^le wj^euO^^ the npdaUioqi^ .1^ 
^^toopprfT— the i^aiO^et /e|i tp the jp-^^i^, 

«l|||i jQnhr fli^ liftfMllA. T iif¥Wiin#>iiin fiArlmniJ . 



rAJH.^es ^ere fiye^ ufipn (lie wj^ec^* 
JRy fl tewp^ ODs »f sorrow wej!e h^wlin 
3walQUs jtooes ; anii '* Wh^ ;C|in ]btaye 
^ftas this?" W9g all that Bosomo^d 
.flfllldjsi^* Bc^U stQpd in sullen silenqe^ 
in which she obstinately p^isiefiere^lP t)ie 
;]nj|d4 4^ the ipqui^^ which wene #iade 
a|x>ut |he dis^t^r. At ieq^h the^ifpr* 

ilieiKi: ^Nancjj Miss BelFs maidjmd^^ 
if^m^ : . ;8he ^e<^d mwh wrp^^ 
when she saw what had bei^^ tf/ie 
Iw^ljet ^d declared that she knew no- 
lihipg .of .tl)e mattj^> hut that ^he ;had 
seen her mistress ui the HU>]34ug.|^t 
i^ 4^te isaife into the wardrobe;.. and 
tJMjf 'for her part, she had never touched 
it or tiipug^t of touching it, ^l )iier 
hqm .^ijysff— " Nor Mi?s Bell iieither, 
.ma'i^f I can ai^swer fw l^r; jTortfi^ 
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' I never so much as mentioned it to her^ 
^ that there was such a thing in the faousei 
because I knew Miss Rosamond wanted 
to surprise her with the secret— so 1 
never mentioned a sentence of it-— Did 
I, MissBeU?** 

Bell» putting on the deceitful look 
' which her maid had taught her, an< 
'^swered boldly, No ; but she had hold 
of Rosamond's hand, and at the instant 
she uttered this falsehood she squeezed 
it terribly. 

** Why do you squeeze my hand so ?" 
said Rosamond, in a low voice ; '* whal 
are you afraid of?" 

^ Afraid of!'* cried Bell, turning 

angrily ; ** I'm not afraid of any thing— 

Fve nothing to be afraid about •'' 

^ Nay, I did not say you had/ 

' whispered Rosamond ; ^' but only li 

' you did by accident — ^You know what 1 



 « 
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lii9an-*-I .should not he angr^ if j|ro^;d]d 

"I 3ay I did not ! '^ cried BeU, fiv 
riouslj ; ** Mamma ! — ^Mamma ! Nfu^ 
cy\ my cousin Rosamond won't beU^F^ 
me ! that's very hard— it's very rude i 
pud J won't bear it — ^I won't." 

** Don't be angry, love — don't;" saitf 
the maid* 

** Nobody suspecte you, d^H^g ;'* 
«aid her mother.— r—" But she h^a^too 
much sensibility.— ^Don't xsry, lovi^ 
;Biibody suspected jou." 

*^ But you know," continued ab^ 
tumvig to the maid, ** somebody mmsj^ 
JW^TO idone this, and I must know hoifr 
it was done ; Miss Rosamond's chiusQi- 
|l|g .presfnt mus not b e spoiled in t|4F 
jtf^j^ ip jmy ]kou9^, withoiirf; my taMv^ 
jipiqper wAice pf it— —I assure yp^t^ 
am very angry about it, Rq^Pdon^^'' 
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Bosamond did not rejoice in her 
anger, and had nearly made a sad mis^ 
take^ by speaking loud her thoughts— 
^ I was very foolish ^ she began, 
^nd stopped. 

** Ma'am," cried the maid, suddenly, 
** 111 venture to say I know who fii 

it;* 

^* Who ?" said every one eagerly. 

«* Who ?"" said Bell, trembling. 

**Why, miss, don't you recolleiSt 
^hat little girl with the lace, that we 
saw peeping about in the passage : I'm 
*8ure she must have done it, for here 
^he was by herself half an hour or more, 
and not another creature has been in 
inistress's dressing room, to my certain 
knowledge, since morning. Those saA 
Off people have so much curiosity, Fm 
-sure she must have been meddling ¥ri& 
it*" added the maid. 
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*' Oh je&, that's the thing,'' said t)ier 
mistress, decidedly.——" Well, Mis». 
Rosamond, for your comfort, she shalL 
never come into my house again." 

^^O, that would not comfort me 
at aU," said Rosamond; ^^ besides, we^ 
V^ not sure that she did it ; and 
i f  '»i * * A single knock at the door/ 
was heard at this instant : it was the. 
little girl who came to be paid for her 
lace. 

" Call her in,'' said the lady of the 
house ; " let us see her directly," 

The maid, who was afraid that the 
ffxVs innocence would appear if she; 
were produced, hesitated ; but upon her: 
inistress's repeating her commands, she 
was forced to obey. 

The child came in with a look oC 
^kM^dty ; but when she saw the room: 
Ml of company she was a little abashed*^ 



HOiiaiiioiid and Latira looked at tor and 
Jit oiie another witlr surprise ; for itf nmfc 
i&^ same little girl whom thejr' fefad seen 
weaving lace. 

'•Is not it she?* whispered ikosa* 
thomd to her sister. 

« Yes it is; but hush," said Laura, «sl* 
A^ not know us.*-^Don't say a wofd, fift 
:ils hear what she will say ."^ Laura got te- 
SStid the rest of the company as she spolie^ 
so that the little girl could not see her. 

*f Vastly wen ! " said BdTs mother ; 
^ I am waiting to see how long you will 
Imve the assurance to stand there with 
that innocent look. Did you 6rer set 
that basket before ?'* 

** Yes, ma*am," said the girl. 

^yYeSj ma^aniy' cried the maid, ^ and 
What else do you know about it ?-^You 
liad better confess it at once, and nab^ 
tifess perhaps will say no more abbut it.** 
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^Yes, da confess it/' idded Btdl» 
enmesltlj. 

<" Confess whirt;, nHulam?^* said the 
little girl ; ^ I never touched the basket, 
madam* 

* Yott never touched it; but you con- 
fess/' interrupted Bellas mother^ *" that 
you' did iee it before. — ^And pray hoir 
ciine you to see it? you must faav^ 
opeMd my wardrobe/* 

^ No, indeed, ma'am/* said the little 
gW; *• but I was waiting in the passag^^ 
ma*am, and this door was partly open ; 
and,** looking at the maid, " you know^ 
1 coold not help seeing it.*' 

" Why how could you see it through 
the doors of my wardrobe?** rejoined "^he 

lady. 
' The maid, frightened, pulled the little 

girl by the sleeve. 
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4id you see this basket?" •" ".i-" ' 

. Awillievvliwigw palt 
. "liaair Ifc -iMiinw^ .in Iter ' IknwMf 
IcMriung at the maid; '* ao d ' *•• 
*f 1V«U«.««<1 MJtM»>hcaa»e«f A«ftei>> 

ia>*ai n m iss, ytrntBHtm w\mt$ \4mm^ 

^* I 4o<mt, Vmm----l 46Fd«ot teicnr: 

aaA if I 4id* |y«ou iHkd «0^ibiS3inN8«tlMt 



But every bdc^ ^be did, «ei4 tfarir 
4SW K^m teed wpm Bdl49 a nmraer 
irindi tMde ff^ &iA imlhier aiAamed. 

^ What do you all look at me so for? 
--^Wlqr dd^ yiNi dl look bo«?^— And am 
I to be shamed upon ji^ hirth-dajr?^ 



•m m mm mlmn n m — i §§ 

4h», Jinbing aMiir ikh6 Jinnw8u«f.i«l» 

.^BOU.atikh oil fehi6ef nbw .£44» 
•lliaQMdl o£ |)r(aiN^*idiat^. Ignite jlid&cif 
jWttMiHislii^'* jaid bear fnbthmi^ wIwiimk 
wmmr 8h#ck0d' att ber idbughtar't Hlufe of 
llkllliiie^ ihaa at^iiw fitohiM. "^ Tair 
herawajy Naacf^tiH»r8he\2iMidQiaeriM|ik 
iog/'. added she te.ilMr. naid^ adKiiac« 

. J|o9ai^piid^ .491109^ t^ veoK^ tip% 
iM^jii ^al the: raometi^ i?nhea her fmaap^ 
was pushed away with jmch^ dfedaigi; h«J 
hMm wkk^ FftflNdwns lipoa ;th# «Aa«iire 

jGrtb^it wihp7tt«id ItTf & ^ttei^t^ j^fictotar 
^^ibdcatwtiwphf^ 00thd fiKg»M bttMW 
gare laae to thosaivfefteiQtkifir; norrw^fe 
-Mk^y e«kja|d{ ^EwifMrf^ by tlm irMdd* 
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4«Me.0f the rest of tke i!0mfmf^>m 
^Md by. the pra^ of her go&MUMr, 
irfao. to conmle her $aid — ^^ W«q» fMf 
^bw BaiiinuiDd, I adi|iifo yc^ goMiM 
jynit. You know I piqttieikd' that 
90ur hal£^;wiea wowM tie g^M ^^tlie 
aooiieit*^*-I>id I not^ Laura?'' add idvB^ 
^i^^ealiiig in a sarcaatie tone to wlieR 
i3ie thought Laura was««*»>'^ When ii 
I^aura ? M don't see har/' 
'• Laura came forwaid* w* 

*' You. are too prudent to tht^w^^nj 
•^qHr ^looey like ypur aister ; your half- 
%«Hiie^» ni ansiv^er for it^ is snug in yeur 
%o£ketf*->Is it not ?" 

. ^.< No/ madam/' answared she in* a kMr 
t»ric6« But low as the voice was, ihe 
*|idor ^littile lace^girl heard it ; and now, 
4br the fisst time, fining her eyes v^poa 
^Laura, recollected her braefactress. ^ - \i 
•0^ ** Ob, that's the young Ifedy!" «kp 



«B(daiimidt te a tone of j0]M gitttttade 

§miw»t3m hal^igMiiiMi -atori would m* 
jti^r to be tbnked far k^-4wt I untf 

4lnaik iNpr Bov." 

'^-laieJiid&gfimiea, I^^ Mid her 

"^m teB yoiH iMdno, if you fkemmT 
(laid tbe IHtk girL 

It was not in expectation 0£ btn^ 
jpnpd iof it^ that hmmi bad been^ ge- 
MRWi% and tkerefere everjr body ww 
mdiy iouched ^vMi the history of; the 
tr6««ni^*pittow; and whitat they |rKm«l» 
fidt avO^iian degree of reapeet, whidi is 
Mt. ahiri^ JMt bjr* those who pour faafeh 
fu^gHUVMik Mmpe^i is not an improper 
word^ • even. applied. to a^child of Laamfe 
age; for let the ^fe oir aitiiatioB of 4lfe 
gjHWn. he what JbCmnj, thef oommand 
m^ieet^ wha dflsetm it. 

£ 3 
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*: ^* Ab, madam!" said Ro6amond^tD 
♦lier godmother, " how you see^-yoii see 
:8lie is not a little miser : I*m sure tfaat^ 
^lietter than wasting half-a-guinea npon 
a filigree basket — Is it not, ma'am?'' 
*8aid slie, with an eagerness which show- 
ed that she had forgotten all her owb 
Misfortunes in .sympathy with her sister. 
** This is being really generous^ fatb^*, 
Tisitnot?*' 

*^ Yes, Rosam<»ad,*' said her S$thet, 
cand he kissed her — ** this is being really 
^nerous. It is not only by giving away 
ctnoney that we can show generosity, it 
Is by giving up to others any thing that 
rwe like ourselves : and therefore," ad(fed 
"tie, smiling, " it is really generous of 
iyoa to give your sister the thing you 
like best of all others/* 
i -^* The thing I like the best of all 
others, father!"- s^id Rdsamond, hdf 
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pleased, half vexed; '' what is that I 
wonder?— -You don't mean praise, do 
you, sir?*' 

*• Nay, you must decide that, Rosa- 
mond/' 

Why, sir," said she, ingenuously, 
perhaps it was once the thing I liked 
best ; but the pleasure I have just felt 
makes me like something else better/* 






/ * 



SIMPLB SUSAN. 



CHAPTER L 

" Waked, as her custom was, before the day, 
" To do the Observance due to sprightly May." 

t 

Ik a retired hamlet on the borders of 
Wales, between Oswestry and Shrews- 
bmy, it is stiU the custom to celebrate 
the first of May. — The children of the 
village^ who look forward to this rural 
festival with joyful eagerness, usually 
meet on the last day of April to make 
upf their nosegays for the morning, and to 
choose their Queen. — ^Their customary 
place of mating is at a hawthorn, which 
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stands in a little green nook^ open <ii 
one side to a shady lane, and se p am t eA 
on the oth^ ^^ #. fiff#; <iweet4irier 
and hawthorn hed^ from the garden ef 
an attorney. 

This attorney b^^an the wwld wiUi 
«— nothing— but he contrived to scrape 
together, a good deal of monej^, 0vnqf 
bqidy Jknew how. — ^He built a mlw bow 
at Uu^entrance of the viHage^ and had 
a large well-fenced garden; yet, not* 
witb»la»ing ;his^ fimcest. h^noitet li# 
biixvadC aiecure,; sudi^ wem JUs. litiflpoip 
hiifai^ and his. suspioioiia teypper, 41^^ 
b^ wa9.omitpiitljf at vaiianti; with tm 
:9ijiipIeapdpQiiMaI;teneigfihQMrs. .Sbm^ 
jjjigfm dqgkor jjgrat, w gpose^ was ixmom 
tjreq^a89q|,:-*^n& complainta apd bvkiCp^ 
tactions. .weamdand^ilaiaiiQdth^ 
.lwQl€t»r--Thie7 pgthsi m hia .fialda^ v^m^ 
ail toogth. ii nfjffin ft nt ed ^ "  hi ja.atHps 



iMMJiled ttiid1h%rs; sb WfatfnM & gfoHin]^ 
flNlA' ctie^p tmiei', tir u gigtnt get wet 
fcem m od -so cardftiT were erew t!he 
iMige diiiahm of i^Vitrg dfience tb tiiis 
iHlC&tfe matt of t}re%iw,ttiat theyWDuld 
Hdt i^«uture to Hy t Mte near bis MHk^ 
1^ k ^oida entangle in In^ trees, or 
itt upon tiis tneaidow. ' 

Iter. Case, for tlnis xra^ the name (tf 
our attorney-, had a son and a daughter, 
fe wtiose edue^tiDn be liad not time to 
ittend, as his whole sodl was intent 
aipCfn m^dumiflating^ fer Chem a fbrtune. 
1^ several years he snifered fns dIfiM- 
1^ to ran wUA in tl^ Triage, tmt sud- 
Setify, upon his 1)eing a{)pointed to a 
(xm^derabte agency, he 1>egan to thinlc 
df making tis children a Httlfe genteel. 
He sent Ms son to tesom Latin ; he hired 
a mmd to wdC upon lib daughter Biar- 
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bara^ and he strictljr fiNrbade her thenet^ 
forward to keep oompanf with «iiiyr si 
the poor children, who had hMM»:tO']|QHi 
her playfellows :«Htfaey were not aQPHi 
for this prohibition^ because r$he bud 
been their tyrant rather than their. ccfMte 

> «  « 

panion: she was vexed to observe^.t^iil 

was mortified to perceive, that- she oovM 
not humble them by any diiplaj of aia 
and finery. « i 

There was one poor girl amongst hWj 
fi)rmer associates, to whom she had, 41 
peculiar dislike — ^m«a Price — ^a swo^j 
tempered, modest, sprightly, industriq^n 
laiss, who was the pride and delight;, 
the village^ Her father rented a 
farm, and, u'nfi^rtunately for him, 
lived near— Attorney Case.— Barl 

used often to sU at her window wai 

 • « . 

iog Susan at wofk— -sometimes sba 



hie in tile o^tt g^unden raldiv the beds 
^ Ywdiftg t^ bwders ; aometiiQ^ sibe 
mtf koeel^ at her bee-hive with fresd 
iMwrs fiar ]her hees {—sometimes she w«jf 
ifi <he poulkffy«y«rd s^tternig corn from 
h(ff d0ve'aQ|i0Qg8t the eag^ chickens ; 
awl c in ifatt eveotng she was often seat^ 
hi* a;ttttle hm^-sttckle arbour, with a 
^MB, %ht, tbree*legged deal table be^ 
ftit'iier, ^Ifpn which she put her phiin« 
Work.~Sii8ftn had been tauj^t to work 
aeatlj by her good mother, who was 
feiy ;fond of her, and to whom she was 
aiost « grat«fiiUy attadied*— Mrs. Price 
WRS an intelligent, active, domestic, wp*- 
iMHi, but her health was not robust; 
flhe earned money, however, by taking 
m : plaip- work, and she was famous for 
baking' excellent bread and breakfastr 
ciA:es. -r Sherwas respected in the village 
for her conduct as a wife and as a mother, 
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-ilia ml iMiKf'Cfl^gi^'te 'diWiirfMir 

nKwUioni was mwsrfv {RUNi i 
tBBOitdiogf txsdf Hxt' Sintti Mtt 
Hueen oftlKr^BCsjr: - ^' 

Tt WW npwiiiMe te^tlleuiia<liiii'1iirtM» 
«^T!ie 'ffE%!^^ Sim Ame MlmpiMi Mft 
iiiidt t>lDnmis^ MP mt hmttMt, wliMi 

]!ttte^^reai.-^BMrbftm' was iiMe wifiAi^ 
m solfen 4!fifte tb Ticar fti ffim% ^aj <B i ^ 
Ae hesrd lOielmsjr viAce& in «iellMB, 
md she tmiceded Imsetf bdM^ 
%h hedge, thav she^ ittigH« fltteii^ 
<&eir CDtivwstttibii. 

*1?liciwft; Susatt ?^— were '*e 
; voiwielcofiie wor&s wfaM ^bt ity>t«i4 
— ••Aye, wheti^s SiBMHin?*' ^i^p«iMi 
l%i% iKoppiiig i^iort fntlie middled 
anew^time^ <9i^ be wa» playing dH lii 
fbe,— *«^1 id* ISisatti ymOS! tiMm? t 
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^«-^ Aarf • L viah. Smaoi vaukl noBiflL 

PgpBp r ^^^^^^^P 4 ■^^ ^ ^^^^p^^* ^^^V^^V^^ ■•^^^.^^^^^ ^^^v^^^^^H 

lint iflMnetT criadi a Kttle jMk wbmelaijp 
«i8>^ilLDf..pnmnw« — '^ Shskd. vUl g^ 

Mid .i^M^kslMw Dw mbese Ae fiseahyior 
iMK inwi>. «ii4.«be hu pnanuied to givp 
«e a great bunch qf hw doul)I«. opfr 
•l|p tft liHpr tiMO(»i;(m«-^I wwb.she 

'« N^tbiiif ^ ci|R. M dime* ;without. Spi- 
4MI !^r*^$ll|ia Mkw9ijp$\ dwxwa Its wh^ 
Hit MWBt Jonren^ are to be fouoidl in Urn 
]mm mA iiiieado^vvs," sa^ tbej.-r-'' Sine 
imm%. xmkip u|i. the garlaodaT-wid jste 
jilMyft he.JQ||ie«agk. of, t^^ excLdJW- 

^^jWKiltjtodfi. of little voices* 

"^ J^ui jhe, .dom Jiot cQiue ! " said 
IMiin 

ftMKW »li^ was bar p r tMBilar $»eui» 
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ibow came forward, to aamtttt! (be 

* m 

tient assembly, ^ that slie #oaM 
fbv it Susan would come as sodA as 
possibly .'could, and that she pn»lnMy 
was detained by business at hoitie/^ 
The Kttle electors thought, that all 
siness should give way to theirs^ 
Rose was dispatched to summon 
fiiend immediately. 

' <«Tell her to make hasted cfM 
Philip— <' Attorney Case dhied at «iie 
Abbey to day — ^luckily for us; if lie 
'comes home, and finds us liere^ m«f* 
be hell drive us away, for he says ttais 
bit of ground belongs to his gardisfr; 
though that is not true, I'm sure, Dr 
Farmer Price knows, and says, it was 
always open to the road.— The attcfrm^y 
wants to gejt our play-ground^ so lie 
does — I wish he and his daughter BtSb, 
or Miss Barbara, as she must^dtrbe 



Mltniiir fUMulTI itt 

^W W'iw i q r» lihmy„ i N o^Jatir tfaMywter- 

i^^.^ wik hu asMTO all ti«ilniKiatiie 

<^ IgeC^eried. JMbiy^ tte^ little pjai- 

4tBt dottft jm^ JiokL it up^ nx^i^ Uke ^- 
«Ki^ Aodb mth. «tt hw fine cIotltf» die 
Mrag lookft balf .«o seat^-^Mmiii^ 
«i^». abe. mtiy» I ouijr bia I8ce Suam* 
^bm, i^;mm upsto be » great gud» ami 
9t 4a> L;~I shoulfil not. lite to^ loafc 
fKH^itod «» Barbara dac^w i£ I ^w QSM^" 
Mxii^bii." 

« Bich w pocnv*' Mid ]?bi%> ''it 
dies mot .tiecDinie a girl to look <;mp- 
ceited^ much less bold^ as BN^fMOudSd 
Iha vtlai? dlay» wbea afae waa standing 
at faerfitfbai^d0air, iidtlapiit aJtois iqiwi 
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her head, staring at the strange ge«fc^ 
man who stopped hereabrnit to let-1& 
horse drink. — I know what he thoM^ 
of Bab by his looks, and of Sttsm 
too— -for Susan was in her garden,, 
bending down a branch of the labiff- 
num-tree, looking at* its yellow flowei*, 
i which were just come out ; and when 
the gentleman asked her how many 
' miles it was from Shrewsbury, ste aii- 
^ swered him so modest ! — not bashftiU 
. 'like as if she had never seen nobody bc- 
'fore-^but just right— and then die 
-puUed on her straw hat, which ivas 
fallen back with her looking up at the 
laburnum, and she went her ways home, 
and the gentleman says to me^ after she 
was gone, " Pray, who is that neat mo- 
dest giri?'' 

" But I wish Susan would come," 
' cried Philip, interrupting himself. 
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-^ Susan was all this time, as her.fiieiid 
^ICose nghtly • guessed, busy at home.—- 
xSbe was detained by her father's return- 
ing later than usual— -his supper was 
ready for him nearly an hour before he 
^"Came home, and Susan swept up the 
< ashes twice, and twice put on wood to 
make a cheerful blaze for him ; but at 
•last> wlien he - did come in, • he took no 
notice of the blaze nor of Susan, and 
'when his wife asked him how he did, 
he made no answer, but stood with his 
. back to the fire, looking very gloomy. 
—•Susan put his supper upon the table, 
and set his own chair for him, but he 
pushed away the chair, and turned from 
the table, saying-— 

" I shall eat nothing, child ! why have 
you such a fire, to roast me at this time 
of the year ?" 
- ** You said yesterday, father, I thought. 



Ja dbfi. Qdwnimb and tt«m.iMi»a^Ml 
jImiww ^ faidl; 7«w wMl. w^qnite «[ife 

4d dKy~?iml take «y luil tot^" MkdLllik 
t2nomiig;ife v^a tip gymnd. 

Sum. huag ui^hiijhati^ fiiithis 
Qpar Ihet back of 4i diair to«dr}^ 
Itea stood mxkwl^ lookiag a*^ 
moHwh wIm> was nfifc. w^ ; s^ hflii 
tkb day &ligwA hecMM with ^ iking, 
and hmth, alamiod l^ bar ImakmadiB 
jpoodjr b^aviouiTj s)ie sati doin^a ;|Mla 
asd ti»mb&ii^^4Ie tliKw htaaMlfiJnli 
a chair, folded hi& anas, , and fiaiAd liai 
eym vf»n Hie Aw-^^Smtm wafri;^»fint 
who v«iDteE«d to bseak ^kmw^^Jimi^ 
the father who has spch a daii^htcriVl 
9mm Sf~hi^ruMUeied(weBtBe8aiOf«»ih 
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jiirj aid her pfoyM afleetioirate caresses, 
it last somewhat dissipaled h» father's 
'flKhndidf: — he could not be prevaSed 
^mp&a to eat any of the supper which 
lUid been prepared for him; howeVer, 
mUb a faint smiie, he told Susan, that 
lie thought, he could eat one of hcfr 
Cruinea-hen'fi^ egg^. She thanked him, 
4lid with that mmble alacrity which 
marks the desire to {dease, she ran to 
W neat chickto-yard !-«but, alas ! her 
Goinea*hen was not there! — it had 
strayed into the attorney's garden — she 
saw it through the paling, and timidfy 
opening the little gate, she asked Miss 
Barbara, who was walking slowly by^ to 
kt her come in and take her Guinea- 
hen.*— Barbara, who was at this instant 
reflM;ing, with no agreeable feelings, 
upon the conversation of the village 
difldren, to which she had recentfy 



jrmr beu | shad kiiqiat^, ifc.k 
%iii£ in here^ .^ndr fdagwtngi 11%,. M^ Wf 
ilktber £W» it is. a tresfimer, jwd^liinitilM 
.vm Im^^oitcliityWdfcfnpitlhe 

;bi4 bfr joal^ the inisclp^ ;;»i 

''Qh 917 Griimmfheu ! 1117 fffiMf 
Guimpt^hen ! " edcd .Smii«i»/ » tjmg 

. fromi oawK to C99cmic». ;* 

'^Hti^ ym liafirie|;^itr sioiiJieMib 
hid^diiig it &9t J^.tbe leg]». 

« K¥>d^l9^ to ycmr FPQtIx Quiai|a4Miiiir 
«id BarbMa, is an iwidtiiig toae. 



Smu; *'* I lii^: iMt idjcpei^ce ^t my 
own in the witfltf, ««id fiism it ftr.*^ 
It^'BrwoBi^Mto,*^ taMt Aafti^a, turning 

.^^Hatr, tet hMr me,** critjiti SoMn; 
«^ ificf iittetM eome in to look^fiirl^ 
IHgis. I mUf trinrt one fiir tny flither% 
mppm; 3^iM sMtt hat4i lA tfae t^st" 

^'Whiit^s ytmr filtlker or Ivb wppar 
Mr<W ; 45 ke w nici^ l3tet lie can eat none 
bMNBuineii4i€»»*8 eggs?** said Barbara t 
^if ymi wart yow h€ftt and jrmir eggts, 
1^ %r Hkm, and you^ kinre them.^ 

^ I toi^m feot ^xpence, &nd you say 
M» won't -dk^^saM Sftisan^ wHK a sigh> 
a9>^ihN!' loolsed «t )ier fa^our^^e^ wfaid^ 



fffis in the m«id'ii grmfiDg hmd»f dtwg^ 
gling and screamisg. io Ymny r^l 

Sunn retHired dkcxHistdate. 'At flte 
4aor of her fathar*s cottage sli^ sa^an. her 
friend Roset ^^q ifiras just, come to mmH^ 
mon her to the hawtiicNm buah. r. > ^ 

<' They »re all at the baii^thoni,'aMl' 
rm come for you, we can do noibaigi 
without you, dear Susiao/* cried> Ron^ 
riinmng to nieet her^ at the moment afeir 
saw her ; ** you are chosen Queen c^ Ihti 
May-^— 4xmie, make haste; but whilfa 
the matter, why do you look so sad ? ^ 

'' Ah ! '* said Susan/ '' don't .wait ArK 
me, I can't; come to you; but," added! 
she, pointing to the tuft of douUe* 
cowslips in the garden, *' gather those 
jEor poor little Mary; I promised them 
to her ; and tell her the violets are under 
the hedge just opposite the tunistilt, \ 



o||,D<e 4ght 89, we go to chiuech. : Gdod > 
hy, nev^r mia4 me^—I cto't cdnf6 — I; 
tmfH^ sUiy^i for my fmber wants me;'' * 

*'UnA don't ' i«m atiray youl* fwe^ f) 
vnw't^ taBep you a moiiiieii t, onlj ttiH ne ^ 
what's tibe mattaff said hter ftiend, fclrV 
kwing her into the cottage. 
:^ Ohi nothing, not much^" said Su- 
pmi ** ouly that I wanted the egg in a 
paat hwry lor fttiier^ it woaM n^t have 
lotted me^— to be sure I ' should have : 
f^ped nay Guinea*hen's wings/ and- 
then she could not- have flown over the 
iie%e-^but let us think no more about : 
it now/' added sbe^ twinkUng away a 
tear. 

When Hose^ however, learned that her 
finand-s Ouinea-hen was detained pri- 
soner -by the attorney's daughter, she 
€:!(id^iaied with all the honest warmth ^ 
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(f ifaiiigimtlm; and hsaketOf wn Bidt 
t* tctt the sUfjr taiier cMkpllnktt»: ^ • < ' 

<< BMrtNm! ay«! Ok fkth^ lyMft^ 
dkuglHer,'* ^eridl Farmer FHbe^ ail^ttti&ag 
flwi «lie tlmgfttftil gitittodte in w!liic& W#i 
h«d becfn fixiM^ attd drawing lii& dMf^ 
doser to his idfe. •'•• •• 

^ ¥m aee soAnethiag in amite wftH 
iiiei i»tfe-411 tett you what it k'*' JM 
ht k^wereA his iroice) Susan, wito "fMN 
not sui« (fiat he wished sheiriioidd hMM 
WlNM; he WM going to say^ retired ficMtt'i 
Mind iiis chair.-^'' Shisan, don*t g^\ 
flif fdu down here, tny sweet Sosttl^ 
said lie, making room fw her upon his 
chair; << I believe I was a little crM 
When I came in first to-night, but I Mid 
something to vex me, i» you i^all he^:^ 

^ About a fortnight ago, you knd#, 
Wflfe,** continued he, ^ there was n ttiK 



dIMMUt ftTMiitf 

ait tbat tuiiQ I .w^utcd JAitiitfA 4fy(9. #f 

jp4 U 4& whft I think fittest to be 
^gfik^n wA ^ ttim^ cmoe what wiU»i9f 
At7-r9o I was 4ri^wa far a aiuUtia-Biaiii; 
;jb|i)t when 4 thPNght. htwr to^. jcii|4ai^ 
!VO|ild be ifi ,piit, I waft mum glad ^ 
.)|i^ tbat J cQuId get ^ff bjr foijAog 
e^t or nine guineaft iw a anftstiliute; 
x^ I biid.not tl^ irim guioem^ ^for jou 

lipoiir we biifl bD4 ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 
this year, avd^f #m1 asrajf^oaa aftir 
iE^qtber ; bv^ ibat waa om ewuse^ «o I 
wipt to Attprap]^ Case, and witb a 
power of difficulty I got him to ki4 
iQf^ the mdn^]^ for whicb^ to be awe, I 
jpmL bipi aopii^hinfr and left my tewie 
of our farm with him^ as he innirturt 



"^tp^nit, by way of sefcuii^yHK^r^ 1^^ 
' Attdrney Gaae is too ina^y ftr me; be 
'lias fcmtid what he calls' a ^tv in- m^ 
4ease; and the lease he tc^lii ihe i« not 
i worth a farthin?, atid ^hat fae can * tioii 
IIS aH out of our Jarm to-morrow iF %e 
pleases ; and sure enough he will please, 
for I have thwarted him this day, atod he 
^swcfata hell he refengisd of me ; indeed 
« he hsot begun with me badfy enough al- 
ready .-^'m not come to the worst pcirt 
of my stdry- yet——" 

Here Farmer P^e niade a dead ^tfp, 
' and his wife and Suten looked up is his 
'ftice breadiless with anxiety. 
- '* It must come out/' said be, with a 
short sigh ; '*^ I must, leave you in three 
'days, wife/* 

' ^^ Must you ! ** said his wife in a fi^bit 
resigned voice—" Sosan^ love, open the 
window." 



Sw9» ran ^a iqKft the/wMmr^ mi 

IKHmid 4br oune a^lUJle to b«nd& a^ 
jw^ i;^, Mfflsd that hw husbtoid wwdd 
ffo 0B« and-tbitfuJKitbinff iniirlit b^ cob* 

Hw Aiwbtn d had oo »wiib indKd^ 
eM^«l Mgr tkiqg; £m»^ a wife. helavvl 
m woU ; but.itaiit i»: he waflf» aodstead!;^ 
Im^^ his iMudiD)^ that tbe ttuth ww ti|e 
thing the fittest to he ngokea at all 
times, bU ^moQ feUcs^d, and it >»is 
vith. acnae diflkidijr that Im farou^t 
himsdif to 9p9Bk tha wiiole truth at. this 
aioment* 

Xlie £ict was Uiia: Case met Fanner 
Price aa he was mms^ home whistlun^, 
tponi a nnwiploti^tod fidd; tite attor- 
agr had Jiist dined at tke AUnfg^'--^ 
Abbey was the family-seat of an opilv^t 
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•baronet in the neighbourhood, to whom 

• Mr. Case had been agent ; the Bar^]^tfM 
died suddenly, and his estate and title 
devolved to a younger brother, who w» 
now just arrived in the country,- aiicl to 
whom Mr. Case was eager to pay his 
court, in hopes of obtaining his favour. 
Of the agency he flattered himself that 

* he was pretty secure, and he thought that 

he might assume the tone of command 

towards the tenants, especially towards 

one who was some guineas in debt, and 

in whose lease there was a flaw. « 
f 

Accosting the Farmer in a haughty 
manner, the Attorney began with, " So, 
Farmer Price, a word with you, if you 
please ; walk on here, man, beside my 
horse, and you'll hear me.—- You have 
changed your opinion, I hope, about 
that bit of land, that comer at the end 
of my garden.*' 
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**As«how, Mr. Case?" said the 
JViraier. 

^^* As how^iman*— why you said some- 
thing about its not belonging to me^ 
when you heard me talk of enclosing it 
the other day.V 

"So I did/' said Price, "and so I 
do.'* 

A Provoked and astonished at the fam 

i tone in which these words were . pro- 

inounced, the attorney was upon the 

point of sweadfig, that he would hare 

his revenge ; but as his passions' were 

' habitually attentive to the letter of the 

law, he refrained from any hasty ex- 

' pression, which might, he was aware, in 

a court of justice, be hereafter brought 

^i^ainst him. 

" My good friend, Mr. Price," said 
he, in a soft voice, and pale with sup- 
pressed rage — he forced a smile — V i^^ 



itHider the- naoMity of calfiog ia the 
roonej I lent j<m some time i^go^ Mi 

«Mil he peiA to-iMnoir niMmi^. I 
mkh jtm a gMd evemogk You Imk 
the moiiejr ready f<»r me, hiamm^^^ 

^ NW* said the funx^f. '^tiota |^i- 
nea of it ; but John Simpscm, who ims 
"Wf substiiule^ ht» not lef^ omt ^iflhge 
yyet^ ril git Hbe M9Cie}& hwk from hw, 
and ga m3«Mlf» if «o he il mMH h(9^49, 
iaio iihe miKlfa*«<t8o I vUL'* 

Theattofsef did not exfiMi wdb a 
deteraiian(liDo» aad h0 vcfmeittafl aa a 
fiieodly h y j M critirt fl taae te Prkft 'S«lipt 
he had no wiih t^ ^ve bin to^ welhaD 
astramitT; that it iroidd be the Img^tJ^ 
SoOj in him to run his head ugaimfia 
malt Jar no purpmin YwtAwit aiean 
ite tate theaornar liitQ^ jrouv %mtk fgtxdmi 
dbyoii^ Price?*' mM h|u 
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^ « i;" said the Fanner, ** its none of 

mkie ; I never take' what does not be- 
'fcog to me." 

^ ** True, right, rerj proper, of course*," 
**mi Mr. Case ; **biit then you have nb 

hiterest in life in tlie land in question ?^' 
'*None-'' 
^ Then why so stiff about it. Price? 

dl i want of you is to say——** 
** To say that black is white, which I 

won% do, Mr. Case; the ground is a 
' thiag not worth talking of, but it's neither 

yours nor mine ; in my memory, since 

the new lane was jnade, it has always 
^been open to the parish, and no man 

Aall enclose it with my good will.-^ 
-Truth is truth, and must be spoken; 

justice is justice, and should be done, 

Mr. Attorney." 
** And law is law, Mr. Farmer, and shidl 

have its course, to your cost," cried the 



Here they parted.— The .S^Wtfi^-f^* 

himwiv tJbe W^ ^^' virtue^ F**^ 

(Pa^ie our hero bnye^ could ^nqtien^ 

-Wffi imeosible* . As be drctw wm 

home many melancholy thought^prwq^ 

cijyi^ hishoart^ hRjpftsa»d t^ dMe>oCl^ 

own cottage with iie9olute $tfig^ k^ 

teyer, and went thrq^gh the yilb^ i| 

,^seirch qC the man who had eng^gf^ 

be.hisaiiNtitujte^ He found him» t^ 

Jbm hflw the matterstood : wA Vfffi^ 

the maot who had not jet ^^t.tin 

UKui^j^y was willing: to netum JU;^ 9s ,thfi|| 

were many others had beeadrawalP^ 

th^xnilitiab who^ he obses^yec|> w(»M'^ 

<i^ tOfgiw.him the same pric^ oxm^ 

for his services. .,' 

The moment Priee jp)<; the nm^ 
himtened to Mr. C93e*s hou^e^ wjdkl^ 



idi^lft ferwiifd hitd his room, utA'Hj^- 
iHg; the money down upoort fiis dtl^; 
•*^*M*, Mr. Attditi^y, aire yottt ^ffAi' 
IJHMta; comit them; now T hare dohe' 
|MSi you.'* 

'• •^ffdt ytft,*" said the ^ttottiey, jtn- 
|n% %fte money tttumphatidy in ItiS' 
imifl^; ''wen' gite you a taste of the' 
; my go^'sir, or Tih mistalren. — Y(t\i* 
U* flkw hi your lease, trfaic^ I* 
sitlb m this desk.^^ 

Ah, my lease!** said the Parmer, 
idlb had almost fbrgot to ask for it till 
Ike was thus put in mind of it by the 
litcMiey's imprudent threat*— 

 ^ Give me my lease, Mr, Case ; PW 
])aid my money, you have no right *tb 
htlep thb lease atny longer, whether it is 
tf tted one or a good one.** 

'^^^Pitrdon me,** said^ the attorney, 
Ifidkiiif hb desk, and putting the *^»^ 
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iotO'hts pocket, ^^powe^ion^ mj btum^. 
{xknA/* cried he, striking his Iiaud:fipQi: 
the desk, *' possession is nine pcuntf^rf^ 
the law. <]rood mght to you. . I canmt 
in conscienoe return a lease to a tenant 
ia irhich I know there is a capital flttr; 
it is nqr doty to show it to my empioyei^. 
or, in other words, to your new laodkirdyf 
i|rluMe agent I have good reasons to ex- 
pect I shall be. You will live to repeal' 
your obstinacy, Mr. Price. Your sertH 
ant, sir." 

Price retired melancholy, but not ia- 
timidated. 

Many a man returns home - with s 
gloomy count^fiance^ who has not quite 
so much cause for vexation* 

When Susan heard her father's stoiy^; 
she quite forgot her Guinea«hen, : and/ 
hf$r whde soul was intent uppi)^her poor 
mfi^ther^ who, notwithstanding hernt* 
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X 

1 

iMHt. exeFtkm^ could not support ba*^ 
«atf uader this wdden stroke of miak 
&iti»e. — la the middle of the nightr 
Susan was called up ; her mother's ferer 
raoL high for some hours, but. towaidaf 
vmrnisg it abated/ and she fell, iota a 
spfit slaep with Susan's haod locked &s^ 

'Susan saA motionless, and breathed 
softly, lest she shwuld dis(turb.h«. The 
»ish4ight, which stood beside the bedi^ 
was now burnt low, the long shadow 
of the tall widker chair flitted, fadady. 
appeared^, and vanished, as the flami? 
mse and sunk in the soeket Susan was 
afraid that tiie disagreeable smell might 
waken her mother, md^ gf^y djjaeur 
gi^iig her hands she went ov!i tiptoe to 
ei^ti^ujsh the candle-^*^ was silent; 
the grey |^ight of the morning was noir 
spneading mer eyeiy object; the sun 
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rose slowly, and Susan stood at the lat- 
tice-window, looking through the smidl 
leaded cross-barred panes at the splen- 
did spectacle. A 'few birds began to 
chirp, but as Susan was listening to them, 
her mother started in her sleep, and 
spoke unintelligibly.— Susan hung up a 
white apron before the window to keep 
out the light, and just then she heard the 
sound of music at a distance in the vil- 
lage. As it approached nearer, she knew 
that it was Philip playing upon his pipe 
and tabor ; she distinguished the merry 
voices of her companions, ** carolling in 
honour of the May," and soon she saw 
them coming towards her father's cottage, 
with branches and garlands in their 
fiands. She opened quick, but gentlf, 
the latch of the door, and ran out to 
meet them. 

" Here she is !— Here's Susan!" they 
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exdaimed joyfully, " Here's the Queen 
of the May." " And here*s her crown!** 
cried Rose, pressing forward ; but Susaa 
put her finger upon her lips, and pointed 
to her mothers window— Philip's pipe 
stopped instantly. 

" Thank you," said Susan ; " my mo- 
ther is ill, I can't leave her, you know.** 
Then gently putting aside the crown^ her 
companions bid her say who should 
wear it for her. 

" Will you, dear Rose ? " said she,, 
placing the garland upon her friend's 
head — ^^ It's a charming May morning,^' 
added she, with a smile; ^/good by» 
We shan't hear your voices or the pipe 
when you have turned the corner into^ 
the village, so you need only stop till 
then, Philip." 

**I shall stop for all day," said Philip- 
M've no mind to play any more." 

H 2 
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^ Good by, poor S^Mn ; it & a jltj 
yeu can*t come with us/ said allike 
^ci^dreti ; and little Mary ran after Som 
%> the cettage door. 

I forgot to thank you,** said sk, 

for the double cowslipg; loctk hm 
pretty they are, and smell how «weet the 
violets are in my bosom^ and kiss ffie 
quicks for I shall be left behind ! '' 

Sosan kissed the little breathless gH 
and returned softly to the side of h<r 
igiothei:'s bed. 

** How grateful that child is m «e 
for a cowslip only! How can Ite 
IfTatefid enough to such a mother m 
this ? " said Susan to herself, as sbe belt 
over her sleeping mother -s pale coante- 

Her mother's unfinished kQittizig:% 
mp&n a table near the bed, 4aid Susan 
4sat dpw« ID her wioktr aim^diaic. and 
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went on with tbe row, in the middle of 
which her hand stopped the preceding- 
evening. • 

*' She taught me to knit» she taught 
meevery thing that I know," thought 
Susan ; ** and, best of all, she taught me 
to love her, to wish to be like her/* 

Her mother, when she awakened, felt 
much refreshed by her tranquil sleep^ 
and observing that it was a delightful 
morning, said, *^ that she had been dream* 
ing she heard music, but that the drum 
fiightened her, because she thought it 
was the signal for her husband to be 
carried away by a whole- regiment of 
soldiers, who had pointed their bayonets 
at him. But that was but a dream> 
Susan : I awakened, and knew it was a 
dream, and I then fell asleep, and have 
slept soundly ever since." 
' How painful it is to waken to the re* 

h3 
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WMBthtmice of nnfiirtue!**vGnclM% 
m$ tbk : poor VNanaea ccdlecied her^mst^ 
tared thoughts^ she recalled the* cifqOTft 
jtences 6f tlie preceding erenkig ; ^die 
iiMtB too eertmn, that site had heard fi»m 
her husband^s own lipk the Mrord% /£ 
iitfi^f /etfve ^oti in thtte dag9^ and^ate 
ndshed that she could sleep agaki, and 
Ahik it all a dream. 

^ But hell want, hell want a hiin&red 
^ttongs/' said she, starting up ; I mav^ 
^t'his linen ready for him. I%i vH&aid 
it'^^erjr late ; Susan, why did yau Jet 
tte lie so long ? " 

^ Every thing shall be ready, dew 
knottier, only don't hurry yourself/' said 
SkMan^ 

And indeed her nurther was^ ill aide 
to betir «any huiry, ^r to do any wo^ 
day. 

Sman*s aiectioaate^ dextenms^ sen- 



siMe attmty 'was rmrer moce ti^aated> 
«r tiQcne ^eflecfeuaL > She «UMi««lood (M> 

<8be ^ms I^ to Jier owo 'disangtiw^ 
#it%ed 80 prudeiitiy^'t^at iter raottiar 
^ad lititte ti^oiiUe and no JOiiMSly iii di^ 
jQSCtJQg her.; she said that Susan nevir 
did too little, or too mudi. 

Susan was mendiog her father^s listen^ 
iviien Boae tapped softly at tke^^/hdomj 
and beckoned to her to come oat ; ate 

. **• How does your mother do^ in* the 
first place ? '* said Rose. ' 

'^ BetIeK, thank >y4>u." 
^ l^at's^ weU, and I have a little hk 
«C,go(td news for you besides " hlw/ 
jtt|d • ^hfi, :ptjllmg out a gl^e» in il^hich 
4heKe ^as moaey» '^we^ll get the Gui- 
nea-hen back again — -we have all agteed 
iltbwfit* This ^ /kbe nuMley lAot has 
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been given to us in the village this May 
morning ; at every door they gave silver 
^— ^see how generous they have been; 
twelve shillings, I assure you. Now we 
are a match for Miss Barbara^ You 
won't like to leave home. — FU' go to 
Barbara, and you shall see your Guinea- 
hen in ten minutes.'^ 
. Rose hurried away, pleased with her 
commission, and eager to accomplish 
her business. 

Miss Barbara^s maid, Betty^ was the 
first person that was visible at the at- 
torney's house. 

Rose insisted upon seeing Miss Bar- 
bara herself, and she was shown into a 
parlour to the young lady, who was 
reading a dirty novel, which she put 
under a heap of law papers as they en- 
tered. 
'<■ ^^ Dear, how you startled me ! is it 
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mfyy^?"^ said die to her maid ; but as 
soon as she saw Rose behind the maid, 
liie put cm a scornful air. 

'^ Could not ye say I was^not at hoa96, 
'fie^ty ? — Well, my good girl, what bria^ 
you here ? somethii^ to borrow or beg, 
I suppose/* 

May eirery aittba5sador--<i«Tery ims* 
bassador in as good a cause, answer with 
•as tnuch dignity and moderation as Rofli& 
replied to Barbara upon the jM^esent oc-* 
easion! 

.She assured her, thdt the perste 
iaxxk whom she came did not send her 
eitker to beg t)r borrow, that she was 
aUe to . pay the fall Tdlue of that ftr 
w]»ch she came to ask ; and producmg^ 
iier wellif^ed purse, '^I believe that 
this is a very good s^iUing^'* said she!; 
^if 700 don't like it I wfllchaage it ;; 
.aad nofw you will be 90 good «s to give 
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me Susan's Guinea-hen ; it is in her name 
I ask for it" 

*^ No matter, in whose name you ask 
for it," replied Barbara, ^^you will not 
have it — take up your shilling, if you 
please. — 1 would have taken a shilling 
yesterday, if it had been paid at the 
time properly ; but I told Susan, that if 
it was not paid then, I should keep the 
hen, and so I shall, I promise her.— -You 
may go back and tell her so.*' 

The attorney's daughter had, whilst 
Rose ' opened her negotiation, measured 
the depth of her purse with a keen eye, 
and her penetration discovered that it 
contained at least ten. shillings; with 
proper management she had some hopes 
that the Guinea-hen might , be made to 
bring in at least half the money. 

Rose, who was of a warm temper, 
not qpiite so fit. a . match . as . she had 
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thought herself for the wilj Barbara, 
incautiously exclaimed, " Whatever it 
costs us, we are determined to have Su- 
san's favourite hen ; so if one shilling 
won't do, take two, and if two won't do, 
why take three/' 

Three shillings sounded provokingly 
upon the table, as she threw them down 
one after another, and Barbara coolly 
replied, " Three won't do." 

** Have you no conscience. Miss Bar- 
bara ? then take four." 

Barbara shook her head. A fifth shil- 
ling was instantly proffered — ^but Bab, 
who now saw plainly that she had the 
game in her own hands, preserved a 
cold cruel silence. 

Rose went on rapidly, bidding shilling 
after shilling, till she had completely 
emptied her purse. 

The twelve shillings were spread upon 
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the table — ^Barbam*s uratke wns Blevcd^ 
Ae coosented for tins nasom to lib»«tCF 
iier pnBoner. 

Bo0e pttshed the money towards Im, 
but just thco racoUectiDg that she wm 
acting for others more than for hen^ 
and doubting whether she had fuU {Kmen 
ta condttde sueh an extravagwit bargpnn^ 
dbe gathered up the pubHc treasim» aad 
with newly-recovered (Hnidenoe obsevp* 
ed» that itie Btust go back.to cooaidt her 
fiiends. 

Her generous little ffiends were 
amazed at Barbara's meannessy but with 
one accord declared, that they wer^ m^ 
wiling^ fw thdtr parts^^to give ^ wtgf 
farthing of the money. They aU«w«9it 
tft Sasan in a body, aaad told her m^ ^ 

^ There's wr purse/' said they, ''da 
what you please with it." 

They woidd nal wiait for one word 
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of ihaaks, but ran awAj^ leaving only 
Rose with her to settle the tre^ty^ for the. 
^iiiinea^hen* 

There h a certain manner of accepting^ 
a- fav<nu!, which shows trueg^i^roailj of 
nobd. Many know how to g|ve> but £^w 
1»0W hcne to accept a ^ft poroperly. 
^ Susan was touched^ but. not a»toiusb» 
edt by the kindness of her you»g friends, 
and she i^oeiv^ed the puvse with as much 
9V»{didty as she would have g^ven it. . 

« Well/' said Rose. '' shaU I go back 
fw the X^uinearhen ? '' 

^^ The Gmnea-hen!" said Sasan^ st^-^ 
mg from a reverie into which she bad 
g|B0Q 1^ she c(Hitemf]lated the purse« 
^ eertainly I d^ long to see »y p»etty 
GuHiearheB onoe moa^e^ but I was nei 
Oinkbg of her just tfaR» — ^I wm thinfer 
ing,of my father." 

VOL. IT. I 
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Now Susan had heard her mother 
often in the course of this day wish thai 
she had but money enough in the world 
to pay Joseph Simpsoif for going to serre 
in the militia instead of her husband 
** This to be sure will go but a little 
way^" thought Susan, ^^ but still it may 
be of some use to my father.'* She told 
her mind to Rose, and concluded by say- 
ing decidedly^ that ^* if the money was 
given to her to dispose of as she pleased, 
she would give it to her father." 

^* It is all yours, my dear good* Su- 
san,** cried Rose, with a look of warm 
. approbation ; ** this is so like you !— 
But Tm sorry that Miss Bab must keep 
your Guinea-hen. I would not be her 
for all the Gtdnea-hens, or guineas 
either, in the whole world. Why, TD 
answer for it the Guinea-hen wonH 
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noake her h^py» and you'll be happy 
even without — because you are good. — 
Let me come and help you to-morrow/ 
continued she, looking at Susan^s woik. 
*' If you have any more mending-work 
*to do— -I never liked work till I worked 
with you— I won't forget my thimble or 
my scissors/' added she, laughing,-— 
** though I used to forget them when 
I was a giddy girl. I assure you I am 
a^ great hand at my needle now — ^try 
me. 

: Susan assured her friend that she did 
not doubt the powers of her needle, and 
that she would most willingly accept of 
•her services, but that, unluckily ^ she had 
finished all the needle-work that was 
immediately wanted. 

" But do you know," said she, ** I 
^haU have a great deal of business to* 
morrow — but I won't tell you what it 

I 2 



is^at I fa^ve to do» far I am Jtfiesttii 
shall not succeed; tmt if I do iSiicGesQ^ 
TU come and tell you ^ecdlj^ becaase 
yoa will be so glad of it." 

Susan, who had always been attentive 
to whatlier mother taught her, asd^wha 
had *<^on assisted her when she :W«s 
baking l»'ead and cakes for the fiunafy 
:at the Abbey, had now finmed the 
courageous, but not presuml^uous idea^ 
that she could herseli* undertake Jo bake j 
a batch of bread. — ^One of the servaaais 
from the Abbey had been sent all 
round the village in the mormng, k 
seardi of bread, and had not been.dble 
to procure. a^y that was tolerable*: iMssL 
Price's last baking failed for want «f 
good barm, she was not xww strong 
enough to attempt another herself; and 
whien the brewer's boy came wUh eugGP- 
iiess to tdl her that he badi-some fioe 



SIMPLE SUSAN. 89 

ftesh yest for her, she thanked him, 
-but sighed, and said it would be of no 
use to her, she was too ill for the work. 
Susan niodestly requested permission to 
try her hand, and her mother would 
not refuse her.* Accordingly she went 
to work with much prudent care, and 
when her bread the next morning came 
out of tlie oven it was excellent — at 
least her mother said so, and she was a 
good judge. It was sent to the Abbey, 
and as the family there had not tasted 
any good bread since their arrival in 
the country, they also were earnest and 
warm in its praise. Inquiries were 
made from the housekeeper, and they 
heard, with some surprise, that this 
excellent bread was made by a young 
girl of twelve years old. The house* 

*- This circumstaiKSe is founded on fact. 

I S 
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keeper, who had known Susna.&mo^m 
clifld, was pleased to have an oppoitiif 
si^y of speakiiig in her favotpn 

*^ She is the xoMt .ioduatsioBS lifali^ 
crei^re^ ma'ai^^ in the world,^'. said 
abe • to her mistress ; " Mttle I caxv't 99 
mftil call her now, since sheVgr^wu. t^iH 
moA slender to look ^at ; : and ; ^ad I .aw 
abe is grown up likely to look at, for 
handsome is that handsome does— ^^and 
ahe> thinks no more of her beiiig hax^ 
fiome than I do myself— yet sIk has <as 
proper a respect for jhersdf, ma'am^ap 
you liave; and I always see her neat, ao^ 
witii her mother, ma'am, or fit peqpli^ 
aa a girl should be ; as for her mQthi»*» 
die doats upon her, as weU j^he may^ 
&ir I should j»ys^If if I had half suob 
a^dai^bter; and then she ha& two Utde 
brothers, and she's as good to them, 
and .my b<iy Pliili{> 'Wjra, tal^t 'em to 
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ireadmofe tban ^e schobi-joistmss^ aM 
4Rilh' tcndarsesB and good-aature; bot I 
hfig yoor paidon, ma'atn, I iaanot sik^ 
jljradf when I once begin totaikof Susan." 
> . ** You {faave really said enough to. ex- 
-tfAe my cuiionty/* said her misitaiess ; 
^^pmy send for her : immediately ; we 
laan see her before we go out to walk.^* ' 

Theiienevolent housekeeper dispatch- 
led her boy PfaiUp for Susan. Susah 
<was never in such an untidy state^ thaft 
the could not obey * such a munmon^ 
-without a long preparation. She ^ had, 
ii^is true, been very busy, but orderly 
ipeq^ can be busy and neat at the same 
iksoe^ She put on her usual straw hat, 
jmd. accompanied Rose's ntotber^ who 
vas going with a basket of deared mua- 
3ia to the ^Al)bey. 

.The modest simplicity of Susan's ap- 
jieanmae, iuki jthe aillcss good sense and 
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projmety of the answers she gave to all 
the questions that were asked her; pleas- 
ed the ladies at the Abbey, who were 
good judges of characters and manners. 
Sir Arthur Somers had two sisters, 
sensible, benevolent women ; they were 
not of that race of fine l^dies^ who are 
miserable the moment they come to 
the country ; nor yet were they of that 
bustling sort, who quack and direct all 
their poor neighbours, for the mere love 
of managing, or the want of something 
to do. They were judiciously gene- 
rous, and whilst they wished to diffuse 
happiness, they were not peremptory in 
requiring that people should be happy 
precisely their own way. With these 
dispositions, and with a well-informed 
brother, who, though he never wished 
to. direct, was always willing to assist in 
their efforts to do goodj there .were rea- 
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rntaUe hopes, that these ladies woold be 
a blessing to the poor villagers amongst 
yrhom they wece now settled. 

M jsoon as Miss Somers had spdcen 
to Stt4an» ^ inquired for her brother; 
but Sir Aiptbur was in his study, and a 
ge&tiefBan was with him on business. 
. Susan was desirous of returning to 
ber mother^ mid the ladies therefore 
woidd not detain her. Miss Somers 
told her with a smile, when she took 
. h^ve, that she would call upon her . in 
the evening at six o'clock. 

It was impossible that such a grand 
event as Susan's visit to the Abbey could 
k»g remain unknown to Barbaca Case 
and her gossippiiig maid. Theywatchod 
eagerly for the moment of her reUiro, 
that they might satisfy their curiosity. 

** There she is, I ded»e, just come 
ii^ ber gardeii/% cried Bab. "Ill tttn 
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in and get it all out of her^ in a ini- 
nute." 

Bab could descend, witliout shame, 
whenever it suited her purposes, from 
the height of insolent pride to the lowest 
meanness of fawning familiarity. 

Susan was gathering some marigolds 
and some parsley for her mother*s broth. 

^^ So, Susan,"' said Bab^ who came 
dose up to her before she perceived it; 
" how goes the world with you to- 
day?*' 

** My mother is rather better to-day, 
she says, ma'am — thank you," replied 
Susan, coldly but civilly. 

** Mdam^ dear, how polite we are 
grown of a sudden !" cried Bab, wink- 
ing at her maid. — ^** One may see youVe 
been in good^^ompany this morning — 
Hey, Susan — come, let's hear about it?" 
— ** Did you see the ladies themselves. 
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or was it only the housekeeper sent for 
you ?" said the maid. 

^ What room did you go into?'* con* 
tinued Bab: *^ Did you see Miss Somers, 
or Sir Arthur?*' 

" Miss Somers." 

^^ La, she saw Miss Somers ! Betty, 
I must hear about it. Can't you stc^ 
gathering those things for a minute, and 
chat a bit with us, Susan ?" 

*^ I can't stay, indeed. Miss Barbara, 
fyr my mother's broth is just wanted, 
and I'm in a hurry." Susan ran home. 

^' Lord, her head is full of broth 
now," said Bab to her maid, ** and she 
has not a word for herself, though she 
has been abroad. My papa may wefl 
call her Simple Susan — ^for simple she 
is, and simple she will be all the world 
over; for my part I think she's Ufttle 
better than a downright simpleton; but 
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IWTvievw, simple or not. III get wfaatri- 
want out of her ; she'll be able to spei 
mvf he, when she has settled the grant 
ipatter of the broft* TD step in ami 
to see her mother, that will put her in* 
good humour in a trice." 

Barbara fbUo wed Scnaa into the cot«| 
tagp^, and fauod her occupied with tiu 
gcHid affikir of the broth. 

'' Is it readj?" saidJBab, peeping into 
the-, pot that wafr over the fire ; *^ dcfar^ 
hemr savory it smellsi I'll watt till yw 
go in with it to your mother, ibr I mm^ 
ask her how she does mysdEf/' 

<' Will yois plnse to sii down, then; 
«sa?'' said Simple Sasan, with a smiley 
fiv at tins instant she foi^^ot the 'Ganev'^ 
hen. ^^ I have but just pnt^ i^e paril^ 
islo the broth, but it wffl soon be ready.'' 

During thia interval Bab employed 
faafself'BMMiito berosfii^atisfiietioa^ m 



cposMivrntbttiflig Su«an« She wbs rather 
piP^voked indeed that she could aot leartt 
^PMietly bow each of the ladies was dress*- 
ed^ and what there was to be for diniierat 
i^ Abbey; and she was curiotfs be3rond 
PDMasure to find out what Mist Somers 
meant, by saying that she Would caU at 
Mn Brice's oottege at six Or'clock in the 
evening, — ^^ What do ycm tMnk- she 
cDidd mean^^?^' 

^' I thought she meafit what shettaid/' 
TOpiied Susao, *^ that she wotdd cotne 
hete at six o^dock.'* 

'* Aye> that's aa plain as a pikestaff/' 
mA^ Bairbasa; '' hot what else cKd she 
aiean^ think you ? Peoj^, yoa know, 
don^t alway^^ nAean exactly, dowmi^llt, 
aiHther more vim less tfaan. they say/' 

^^ Not always/' said SttSai»i with an 
tWh smUe^^ which conviiiced Barbm^ii 
that she was not quite a simpleton, 

VOL. II. K 
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** Not always^ repeated Barbara, do- 
louring; — " Oh theu I suppose yon 
have some guess at what Miss Somen 
meant." 

^^ No/' said Susan, *' I was not think* 
ing about Mis» Somers, when I saiil 
not always." 

" How nice that broth does look ! * 
resumed Barbara, after a pause. 

Susan had now poured the broth into 
a basin, and as she strewed over it the 
bright orange-marigolds, it looked veiy 
tempting ; she tasted it, and added now 
a little salt, and now a little more, till she 
thought it was Just to her mother's taste. 

'' Oh, / must taste it," said Bal^ 
taking the basin up greedily. 

^' Won't you take a spoon ? " said Sto* 
san, trembling at the large mouthfuk 
which Barbara sirifced up with a terrible 
noise. 
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Take a spoonful^ indeed ! " exclaim- 
sd Barbara, setting down the basin in 
liigh anger.~" The next time I taste 
^our broth you shall affront me, if you 
^u*e ! The next time I set my foot in 
ftds house, you shall be as saucy to 
me as you please." And she flounced 
out of the house repeating, " Take a 
spoofiy pigt was what you meant to 
kay." 

• Susan stood in amazement at the be* 
ginning of this speech, but the con- 
bluding words explained to her the mys- 
tery. 

' Some years before this time, when 
Susan was a very little girl, and could 
scarcely speak plain, as she was eating 
a basin of bread and milk for her sup- 
per at the cottage door, a great pig 
came up, and put his nose into the 
basin* Susan was willing that the pig 

K 2 
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shooid have some ahiie of the Ibread 
and milk, tmt as the eat with « spoo», 
and he with his lai]ge raoutby she pee* 
aently discovered that he was likeljr to 
have more than his ^ave, and ia^ta 
simple tone of expostulatioii she «a]d:4» 
him, ** Take a pooriy pig*-" The:«ay»* 
isg became proverbial in the village^ 
Susan's little conipaniofl» repMtod >it, 
and applied it upon many occasioaty 
whenever any <me claimed more tiumids 
share of any thing good. Barbara, wte 
was then not Miss Barbara^ but {dam 
Bab, and who played with all the poor : 
children in the neighboutliood, was often 
reproved in her unjust methods of di- 
vision by Sloan's proi'^b. ^spn, }«. 
she grew up, fiirgot tile dbildish smymg^ 
but the remembrance c£ it raokled » 
Barbara's mind, and 1% was to.4Bs dmt 

• This is a true anecdote. 
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she suspected Susan had alluded^ when 
she recommended a spoon to her whihA 
she was swallowing the basin of broth. . 

*^ La, miss/' said Barbara's maid, 
^when she found her mistress in a passion 
iipcHi her return from Susan's, ** I only 
wondered you did her the honour to set 
your foot within her doors. What need 
have you to trouble her for news about 
the Abbey folks, when your own papa 
has been there all morning, and is just 
come in, and can tell you every thing." 

Barbara did not know, that her father 
meant to go to the Abbey that morning, 
for Attorney Case was mysterious even 
to his own family about his morning 
rides. He never chose to be asked 
where he was going, or where he had 
:been, and this made his servants more 
than commonly inquisitive to trace him. 

Barbara, against whose apparent child- 

K 3 
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fdiMs^ and reali cimmng, ^ 
sitfficieii% .iipoD;liif gsasd^ liad.«8kA 
tiiejat of drawing him into coBvaMi^ 
iidn about .his ^it9^--«*She ton ihAobet 
Stdbs^H {Morlour, Ant aheikiittWy Mmmm^ 
meat she saw his iiKse, tiiat it waa^Hi 
time to ask questioiB; his pen wu^acsaas 
Jhs motfith, and Us hrown wig pudasi 
irfriique npon bis eoirivacted f oasfaead'-^ 
the wig was always pashed ODokai 
wheoeverhe was in a brown, orrayMr 
a black study, ^airbara^ who .did > not^ 
tike Susan^ bear with- her fatfaeifs^itsty 
Jbumour firom affectkm and geaitlsBav 
iof 4ispo8ition^ but who always. Jiomamrad 
jiim &om lutifice, triad all ber^skiB to 
^fii^om his thoughts.; and mheu -.kkt 
jfound that ir woidd not do^ ahe imMt 
to teU her maid >sa» .and to i fcompiaaa 
tlttttiber iather was w cross, thateraoa 
no bearing him. 
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imAe Impfk&tty^dMod pottiUe, for he 
avos b^^ ^b tiMHis satisfied with Uk 
mmmumgB woskat ike Abbey. j£&* Av^ 
•Auibfiomersi, the e€«p man^ dU notmiit 
tUniy and fae btgait ia. be rather qipusfaim^ 
«re^ that he shouhl ao* ititt Sir Ai^huiHf- 
Me hod 8inind2«a8(»itiQr fais^deiibtA. r 
:dSir Arthur Sobmsts was an excellent 
Mwyer^ and a pofectiy hcniest mant4^ 
lOBIiis: seemed to mnr idttorney a cootm- 
dktion in terms; — >in the course of hfe 
jpwictire -the Gase> had not^^cctured, and 
terjhad na preeedeote Msdy to doect hk 
proceedings* 

Sb* AartiiQrSomtfs was a man of wit 
and eloquence, yet of jdain^^ctealiiig aid 
jmsmhitf. The- attorney could not per* 
iMade htmself ,to heHeve that the bene- 
vnfense was any: thii^ but enlightMud 
cunning, and the plamtdnliiig he one 
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minute dreaded as the master-piece (^ 
art, and the next deposed as the €harai> 
teristic of fdly. In short, he had not 
yet decided whether he was an honest 
man or a knave. — He had settled ac- 
counts with him for his late agency, he 
-had talked about sundry matters of busi* 
ness, he constantly perceived that he 
could not impose upon Sir Arthur ; but, 
that he could know all the mazes of the 
law, and yet prefer the straight road, was 
incomprehensible. 

Mr. Case paid him some compUments 
on his great legal abilities, and his high 
reputation at the bar. 

" I have left the bar," replied Sir 
Arthur, coolly. 

The attorney looked in .un^gned 
astonishment, when a man was actually 
making 30001. per annum at ^e bar, 
that he should leave it. 



** I am come/' said he, ^^ te^ enjoy 
IJi^kiBd of domastk; V£e which I prefer 
to^H othevs'^-in 4fae couatiy, am0D|[crt;i 
people M^hose happiaessl hope to in* 
cmase." 

At liiis speedi tlie attorney ohanged. 
Ms rgrmmd, fli^eriag hisnself that be 
aliould find Us mim averse 4o buainessy 
asid ignorant of country affairs. He 
talked of the value of land. and of new 
leases. 

:^Sir Arthur 'wkhed to enlai^ his do* 
aadn, to make a ride round it.-*- A map 
of the domain waa^upon the taUe ; Ear- 
mer Price's gardeh came exactly acmm 
1fae<t^imT(iad'for ihfi ride. Sir Arthur 
bifiked disappointed^ add the keen attoc* 
iiey seized the moment to inform him 
tkat ^ Prices nedide land was at fais 
disposal." 
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** At my disposal ! how so ? " cried Sir 
Arthur eagerly; it will not be out of lease 
I believe these ten years. Fll look into the 
rent-roll again, perhaps I am mistaken." 

** You are mistaken, my good sir, 
and you are not mistaken," said Mr. 
Case, with a shrewd smile ; '^ the land 
win not be out of lease these ten years 
in one sense, and in another it is out of 
lease at this time being. To come to 
the point at once, the lease is ab origtnc 
null and void. I have detected a capital 
flaw in the body of it; I pledge nay 
credit upon it, sir, it can't stand a single 
term in law or equity." 

The attorney observed, that at these 
words Sir Arthur's eye was fixed with 
a lock, of earnest attention. " Now I 
have him ! " said the cunning tempter to 
himself. 
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** Neither in law nor equity ? " repeat- 
ed Sir Arthur, with apparent incredu- 
Kty — " Are you sure of that, Mr. Case?** 

" Sure ! As I told you before, sir, 
rd pledge my whole credit upon the 
thing — ^I'd stake my existence." 

'' That's something;' said Sir Arthur^ 
as if he was pondering upon the matter. 

The attorney. went on with all the 
eagerness of a keen man, who sees a 
chance at one stroke of winning a rich 
Mend, and of ruining a poor enemy ;— - 
he explained with legal volubility, and 
technical amplification, the nature of the 
mistake in Mr. Price's lease. ** It was, 
sir," said he, *^ a lease for the life of Peter 
Price, Susanna his wife, and to the sur- 
vivor or survivors of them, or for the 
full time and term of twenty years, to 
be computed from the first day of May 
then next ensuing.<-^Now, sir, this you 
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■•M » a I«8ae m mmoAmi,' ifikifith the 
late Sur Beojaimn ScMei» Hud^ fit^ kf 
hb settlements a rig^tQ.aiBji^; Tiuft>i6 
,«ixuricm« mistake^ jou sa^ Sia«Af^rtfci]T, 
and in filUng up> tliase.priiildAileaqcB 
there's alwajni a gvod «3uNa^^x>£ awip 
Hajpi I find it pepffft*iUjKi.<ibut I never 
feimd a:; better tkanfitiw* ia iho 'iv^hde 
coufse of my praetiedi" 

SSr Arthur vstoodvw aitence. 

*' Mj dear sir/' said the attorai^ 
takiog Um by the button, '' yoni^m 
110. scruple of stirring in this business ? *' 

'«^ A little;* asid Sb Arthur. 

** Why thea that can be d^ne away 
m ^ moment ; your name shall not a^ 
^paar ia it at all; you have nothing to 
<ilbr buA tp make over the lease to me-^ 
tHateaU aafi^ toyofti with my bond.^t^Now 
bekkg in {possessions I come forward ia 
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Sir Arthur. 

«M tbe attoraty* fTlie had bjr th«B Hva0 
morii^liiinttlf up to 8ud» a piteh of pn^ 
iMMonalr eiillHi$ia8m> Aat^ intent up(«i^ 
bi» vfekM ^ 4 lanranit^ h^ totally f(Mf«tl 
t^ #faMrF€ Omi ioi^MMon HU vvwvb tmidb 

upon Sir Arthur. 

^' There'^ '01% mUe ttaog we have 
fa«;otten ^ tUn jkine,^' *td Sii^ Ar^* 
tbrar* 

<» What cwlhiit be^ sir? 

^^ That we shall ruio^ tImfKmf jiiiam 

6i|i6 was thum ifaot nick at these 
H^ris, or ntb^ b^ fhe kok which aio<^ 
MMP^pMlhemf- He- weoKfioted^ that 
he had laid himself open, lltton hie wb$ 
am^ ^ Afilhuf^ |M#/ jBrharaeter. He 
softened, and said he .should ha^e hid 
iWRtfisly: tnovifi^lskkfVtim in the case 
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#r any but a lidgious pigheaded Miam, 
as he knew Price to be. "^ 

<< If he be fitigteus,** said Sir At* 
thur, "^ I shdl certaitilf be glad to i|^ 
him fairly out of the pamh as sociftatf 
jpossibk. When you go home, yMt wll 
he so good, sir, as to send me his leiM^ 
that I may satiny myself, befoie we sttf 
in this business.'* 

The attorney, brigiitening op, pte* 
pared .to take ^ leave, but he could not 
persuade himself to take hb departnie; 
without making one pwh at Sit Arthur 
about the i^poicy. 

*' I wiU not trouble yaUf SSr Arthnr, 
with this lease of PriceV* Mud he; ^ n 
leave it with your agent. — ^Whom shaS 
I apply to?** 

" I'o fmf$elf^ sir, if you please,^ re^ 
plfed Sir Arthur. 

The couMien of Louis the ^VA 
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cndd laUt'hwe looked, mom 
|beii our atioriMgr, when tiiey rekeived 
ficom their monaich a simiftr answier. It 
mis this unexpraled reply of Sir* Ar^- 
Ihur^a wlHch had donng^d. the temper cf 
|fr* C!a9e» which had caused his wig to 
stand 80 crooked upon his forehead, and 
y^S^idk rendeted 1dm im][Mgaie|rii|il3r silent 
to his inquisitive, daughter Bs^bara.*-**- 
Aiter walkii^.u|i and down his room, 
oontendng witli himself for some time^ 
he c^nduded . that the agency must be 
given to somehody» .when Sir Arthur 
should go to attend hi§ duty in parlia* 
Brnit; that die ageofiyy even for the 
whiter season, was not a thing to be 
li^lleQledy and that»if he managed, well, 
he might yet secure it for himself*-— *He 
li^d often found that small tifnely pi^ 
sents worked wonderfully upon his ow|i 
Blind, and he ju(%ed of others by him- 

l2 
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tailt but eoDdtant pMctioe 
him cNVDtinvil p«Uf aflMags^ aoA lit 
fiBBolTed to try tkewRBe cMise witb^Ajr 
tAid^ov, Tp^liose xfitebstimi !;# be hii Mil 
i^at he thou^t angiied a^elosey sui^'a^ 
lifVttrM^M dfafxiiitiM^ 

Ife had he«rd tlie iMUfekseepa- ^ ibe 
rAbbey inquiring, ae lie p$Mf^ thMl^ 
itike servants, wke&ev timre wa» aagr 
JiMib to be giotten ? 1^ said that ttr 
Arthur waa tmmlkMf fimi of lanli^ 
and that, she 'mriied Ae oeuld get a 
i]uarter fbr hkn. 

Idimediatdj he saiifed into Ihb 
kitehen, as sooh as the i<fea atnck hEiai, 
Mdf asked a shej^herd, Who w» ^indHitig 
there, iH^ether he iamw of a nim ilt 
^mib to be had any nrheve^ in lAie tM^f^ 
iNmrkood. 

<« I know ($r an^y"^ dried Sufhaaf: 
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;^ Susan Piid^hM ft:pet Iftiqb, !that's m 
£fit as fat can be.'* . 

The attorney eagerly caught at theae 
words^ and tfiMdiljF devised- a ;stheme for 
^ebtaifiing Sudan's ^Hb for nothing* , 

It would, be. something strange if mi 
attorney of his talents and standing was 
not an over-match fw Simple Susan* He 
.prowled forth in search of his prey ; he 
fmind Susan packing up her father's 
little wardrobe, and when she looked ugp 
$a she knelt, he saw that she had been 
in . tears. 

" How is your mother to-day, Susan ?'^ 
" Wotsc, sir. — My father goes to- 
-morrow.'* 

« That's a pity." 

*' It can't be hdped/' said. S^ap^ 
with a sigh* . 

** It can't be helped— how do you 
know that?" said he* , < ; 

l3 "- ' .., 
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f-Stt*! -diMr atrl" «iCe4t riie^ ieoi^ 
up at him, and a sadMn mf bt hoijft 
immeA in her ingtwmi^ comMeiMihte. 
. *^ Aod if you Muldhe^ it^ S«smi^^ 

Simm ctesped Imp hmdi m ifibnte, 
mote tx^wmivft thi^ wonii. I 

<' Ydtt trim hrip it, SuMki.'' 

Sbe sttirttd iq> i» eoMiif . 

** What wmU foil )^ve M^ tolMie 
T^ur father at hdtiie ftr A "wiiolB weA^ 
l^oger ? * 

^ A)i jr tiiAfl^ !--^tiiit I ha^ nbOifi^i^ 

'< Yes, but you have a lamiH** "siii 
the hard-hearted attumey. ^ 

'< My poor little lambt '* mM ^luttan ; 
'^ but what good can that do ?^* 

"What good can any kiiib *dd? — 
lilMit limb good to eat? Why do jxm 
look 90 pale, giri ? Are not timep idSkd 
i^«!irery'day,#Ml dra^vycm eat «mitfibil? Is 
your lamb better ^wm ahyb^^^iSMk, 
think you ? ** 



^ 3 AnFi kmrn, boffr I Ibte it better/^ 

** Mdre Ibd yon.*' 

^ It ftods out of ay hand ; k foBbws 
mt daottt ; I hsre always taken case of 
Ml wkjakaHmt fare k to Kie.** 

*' W^ sttf no mora about it then; 
M jmk Iwe ymtr faunb better than jmsr 
flrther and your mother botli, keep it, 
•Mi ^^ood morning to fsm.*^ 
y ^ 8tay» oh «tey \ ** oried Sinan, catci- 
iag the *tkirt of his coat wkh an eagtr 
tranUing hand ; — ^* a whole week, did 
f^u say ? Mj mother may get better in 
i&al tkna^^^No, I do not love my faunb 
\ Mf 80 wett.'^ The struggle of her nmid 
^eiited^ and'witl^ a plaeid couDtenanee 
and odkm vdlee^ ^' T^ke the Haniis'^ siid 



'' W1ierei9lt?''«aid«heatteMey. r 
** 6ra2sing in tl» meadow, by Hm 
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"^ It must be brought up before tiigltt- 
fall for the biitclier, remember/' 

^y I shaU not forget it," said . So^nm, 
steadily. . But as soon as her persecutor 
turned his back and . quitted the house, 
she sat down, and hid her face . in her 
hands. She . was soon roused ' by tlr 
sound of her mother's feeble vmce, who 
was calling Susan from the inner room^ 
where she lay. Susan went in, but- dM 
not undraw the curtain as she stood be^ 
side the bed. 

" Are you there, love?— Undraw t^ 
curtain, that I may see you, and tdil 
me-^I thought I heard some strange 
voice just now talking to my cWW,— 
Something's amiss, Susan," said her 
mother, raising herself as well as. she 
was able in the bed, to examine her 
daughter's countenance. 

" Would you think it amiss, thw. 
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i.HMgr. £Ert)her wM ta stajr with us a .w«k 
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^^ Snaan i 70a don^ sajao ? " 
. ^ H^ jaindeed, a whole week ;r-«bat 
how imnDBg hot your hand is stilL" 

^ Are jcm siure he will stay ? How 
i» you know? Who UM you w?-*^ 
IKdl me aH quick." 

^ Attorney Case told me so ; he eaa 
pt him A week*s longer lea^e of aheeaoe, 
aad he has promised ha wilL" 

*^ God Uess him fw it fer ever and 
catr!" said the poor woman, joining 
ker hands* '' May the Messing of Hisa- 
wa be with him ! " 

Susan dosed the curtains and was 
dBimti^'^he<:auUl not say^ /imen. 

She was caUed oat of the room at thk 
SMsent, far a asassenger was come 
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pma i^ Abbey for the hread 
WW she who always made Piit the 
lor though, she had not had a gk^t 
her of lessons from the writioi^mj 
she had taken so much pains to leai 
tiiat she could write a veryi neft^ 
hand, and she found this veiy.us^l 
she was not, to be sure, partiGuiaf^ly 
oUned to draw out a long bill at this v 
stant, but business must be dpne. 
set to work, ruled her lines fpr tJ^e.poui 
shillings, and pence, made out the bi 
for the Abbey, and dispatdied the ini^ 
patient messenger ; then s]|ie resolved t4i| 
make out all the bills for the neigfabcMini 
who had many of them taken a fe«| 
loaves and rolls of her baking. <* I had 
better get all my business finished^'' said 
she to.hei:^elf, '' before I go down .14 
the meadQw to take leave of my. pool 
lamb.'' — This was sooner said than doomi 
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Ar she finiM that she had a great riling 
ber of biUs to write, and tKe slate od 
^Akh ishe. bad' altered Ihe account was 
M ktimediatdjrito be found, and when 
1^ was imtn^ the %ures were almost 
IriMbed <mt ; Barbara had sat'ifewn upod 
I ^ Susan pored over the number of 
baves, and the nameis of the persons 
|i!io took them, and she wrote, and cast 
to^ms; and con^cted and re^catrected 
Piem, till her head grew quite puzzled. 
^ The talie was covered with little 
fioare bits of paper, on which she had 
Hen writing biHs over and over again, 
when her Dither came in with a biU in 
kfehand. ^ 

•'^ How*s this, Susan?"*' said he;— 
•* How can ;f e be so careless, child? 
If hat is. your head running upon ? Hei^, 
bdcat the hiXL you were sending up id 
fte Afib^ ! I mj^ the messenger, md 
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lusok at it." 

fiiMm lookfiA tail UokUil itl«lv 
wriUen, <' Sir Arlhtar Sdmof^ to Jfota 
Pdoe^ debtor, m 46^en1ordi94mA vmA! 
flbe •altered It, «fd wtaffied :ib fe* 
iiiher>» but li^ h^ tdw^^ up aointe 
thefMipers wMch-lair i«p(m< tlte 
<" Wbat are all thtfaei child?'' 

^ Some of Iheit^ ara wfaH^ andri 
wiittefi theut out agaifi/' 6Md Siseas^ i 

'< SoRie (tf them! aU «f the«» I 
^H^k^seeaai to be wrongs if I<M nmm 
9«NI her lather^ nthcar aifn^^ m*4i|{ 
Jointed out to b0i^ auadrjr tttange fluj^ 
takes. -^ 

Har head indeed had beeib rimnii^ 
Ikpcm her poor lamb. Sho oorvedied al 
file mistakes witb so- mudi^paiian^e^tfMri 
bore to be blamed with io m^eb glidl 
kmnoia%>^that her faMw at 4ihM mUk 




Uliiit it ims ionposaiUe w$r to aetdd 
ftanm MT^out beii^ In the vmyng at the 

^r ' A« adM as all WM set i^gbt^ he tdok 
^ MUsr and aaid he would g|o Yotod 
illfk the ^eJ^bboMnsy and oitieet the 'm^ 
t$^f himael^ &r tliat he shoald te ¥eigr 
igQiiwd to haFe it ta si||r ta ^lieoi^ «beft H 
mii all eauiad by his own Uitle daugh^ 

t Stmxi wesAved to hee^ the pleasuM 
[fC telUag him of his week's M]^ieve tiH 
;|ll;8hould cooie home tosup^ as he had 
pproined to d% ia her mother's room.-^ 
3he was not sorry to heiar him si|^ ak 
Ihe passed the knapsack^ which she had 
^n packing up for his journey. 
\ ^' How delighted he wiU be when he 
ihears the good news !" said she to her« 
ttdyp; ^' but I know he will be a little 
tiony too for my poor lamb.'' 

TOL.IL H 
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As die had iiotr settled dl her biA 
nessy she thought she could have time 
to go down to the meadow bgr the river^ 
side to see her favourite; but just as she 

* * * ' • 

had tied on her straW'hat the village* 
dock stnu^ four^ and this was tiiehoor 
at which she always went to fetch her 
Mtfle brothers home from a dame-sdfiod 
near the village* She knew that tiiejr 
would be disappomted if she was later 
than usual, and she did not like to ke^ 
them waiting, because they were veiy 
patient good boys; so she put off the 
visit to her lamb^ and went immediirtdjr 
f#r her brothers. 
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CHAPTER II. 

n EV'n in the spring and play-time of the year, 
'' Iliat oalls th' unwonted yillager abroad, 
** With all her little ones, a sportive train, 
** To gather king- cups in the yellow mead, 
** And prink their heads with daisies." 

^ COWPER. 

/K^E dftoie-sdieol) which was about a 
iiiile from the hamlet, was not a^^ten- 
did> mansion, but it was reverenced as 
much by the young race of viUage-schor 
lars, as if it had been the most stately 
edifice in. the land ; it was a low-roofed, 
long, thatched tenement; sheltered by a 
few reverefnd oaks» under which . many 

M 2 
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generations of hopeful children had ia 
their turn gamboUed* The close-shavea 
green, which AGpeAdmmJkclm the hat(^ 
door of the school-room, was paled round 
with a rude palhig; which, though de- 
cayed in some parts by time, was not 
in any place broken by violence. Tht 
place bes^ioke c^dor and pMc«. Ha 
dame who governed here was wd 
obeyed, because she was just ; and wii 
beloved, because she was ever glad tfi 
give well^eamed praise and pleasure to 
her little subjects. 

Susan bad once been under her gende 
dominien, and had been deservedly her 
Ikvourite scholar ; the dame oftai cilel 
her as the best example to the sueoeeifr 
h^ tribe of emukms yo»^steps. 

Susan had searcdy c^iened the wiekft 
which s^Mirated the green beftire Iks 
teheol-Mom dow froM tfie iaiie, wiMi 
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^- heaid <the merry voices of the cbikl- 
TOn/aad sair the little troop issttin^ 
£rom the hatchway, and spreading over 
Ahe^'^green,.. 

. ^ " 'Oh/ there's our Susan ! " cried her 
two little brothers, running, leaping, 
and bounding up to her ; and many of 
<he othBT ix>sy girls and boys crowded 
round her, to talk of their plays, fn- 
' Susan was easily interested in all that 
made others happy ; but she could not 
make them comprehend, that, if they all 
spoke at once, it was not possible that 
rfie could hear what was siaid. The 
voices were still raised one above an* 
other, all eager to establish some iin- 
portant oteervation about nine-pins, or 
' marbles, or tops, ' or , bows a'nd arrows, 
•when suddenly music was heard, unusual 
BRiadc, and the crowd was silenced. The 
music seemed to be near the spot where 
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Susan pointed to the great Mk^^NI 
Md tjbef bdidUl «eated imte ita-abid^ 
.aft old cnM pli^ing «4»M Iw lMMrp» 

The children^ i^iprowiMd^H^ M 
^mdij^ fir Ibe sauads w«ie aolMMiy Jat 
wtbaharpar heari tihair Mttte ^q Jitoy 
MHiitig toiraids Idad, Jb» diMgad Mf 
tend» land pla^ one of hia iNiet^MJr 
tanea. The ebdb daaedl aad piwirf 
aaarer and nefurer to bioi; aomo .nivi 
vere in the fiveaaart rav whifpffeci IP 
4aK:k other. << He is Uind! WImI* 
pity !" and '' He looks very poor; idHlt 
'^ nggad Goat ha if^ara!" aaid lOtkMi* 
"^ He muit be nry old, far all hit Mr 
is wiUfee, and he must haae tnmsihij^ 
freat iira;f, i»r Us shaes ate^^ptee^^iMai 
mtl^' obaorted anather. 



m 

AffthiM remftte ^mre made whilst he 
1MB ittttttng^ liis harp» for when he eiM^ 
anoM^begiMto ]^, not a word was trtMi* 
4A. lie eeemed pleased bj their simpte 
McHftmatiiNis of wonder and deli|^ 
and, eager to amuse his young audtlaiips^ 
tft ph ye d iMOW a gay and now a< patHetic 
^, iN^^st^Jlielr several humours* 

■SlMatt^ veioe^ winch was sof^ mid 
sweet, expressive of gentleness ancl gobd^ 
nature, caught his ear the moment she 
spoke; he turned his fiK)e eagerly to the 
]^aee where she stood, and it was ob- 
served^ that wbenerar she said, that she 
Mked nny tune particularly, he play^ it 
over again. 

^< I am Mind,''^ said the dd man, 
^ and cannofc see your fiu^es, but I know 
you all asunder by yom* voicei^ and I 
«an gnesk pretty wefl at all your 
and clhaRcteFs by your voices.^ 
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'' Can yoii so indeed?'' cmd .SnsuAi 
lUtle brother William, who had. atatioidi 
.^upsdf between the old man^s kniee^i. 
** Then 70a heard my sbter Susan sp^ 
jlist now.— Can you tell us w^hat s&rt of 
a person she is?" 

** That I can» I think, withiHit being 
a conjuror/' said the (Ad man^ lifting ^ 
hoy up on his knee ; . ^^ your sister Susan 
is good-natured " 
. The boy clapped his hands. 
' " And good-tempered." 

'' Right,"* said Uttle William,, with a 
louder clap of applause. 
. " And very fond of the little boy wh0^ 
sits upon my knee." 

^ " O right ! right ! quite right !** ex- 
daimed the child, and '' Quite right ^"^ 
echoed on all sides. 

; . ^' But how came you; to know.8# 
much, when you are blind?" mdWSr 
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•Up #tm Us teothi^^ and very aiEige^ 
¥^fj9»^^rald noi; pit bim ia mind (^ Ui 
being blind.** 

» TliGii«^ I am bli»d/' s^ the 
AiV9Wk '* jt cw hMv, you knowr,: ^ii4« I 

heard from your sister h^rsdf sSi that^ I 

teld' i$m of lm*t tbali tbe was good-- 

Iflnpei^d aqd gufd-n^lajr^ ^d ^i^ 
«f y»i«r 

* iQii, that's WTongw-yott did not hear 
all that from henielf, Fm sure/* said 
JMxDt *' fer mIMfy ewr hears. har piii» 
JiH; heradf.r 

^ JHA fifiA I haar har tett you, whea 
ywi first vsme round jme, that she wb$ 
in a great hurry to go home^ but tint 
imrfd^tay a fiMla wfail^ since you 
ifeisp fiinafa>-^Was nal thiit goad^ 
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natured? and when 70U slnd y^ii't l l 

not like the tune she liked liest^/Ai 
liras not angry with you, biitr itHi 
< Then, play William's first, » ^«i 
please/ — ^Was not that good-tt€M]^ 
ed?- 

«* Ofc,- interrupted William, « it%'*i 
true : hut how did yon find out tMft HUb 
was fond of me ?** • '»*' 

<' That is such a diflicult queMidi^ 
said the harper, *" that I mtisi ttM 
time to consider."— He tuned his -iMi^ 
as he pondered, or seemed to pdnAer; 
and ^t this instant two boys, who* UM 
been searching for bird-nests in' tite 
hedges, and who had heard -the solind 
of the harp, came blustering up,t and, 
pushing their way through the dnS^ 
bnd of them exclaimed, •■^ 

' •* What's going "on here?— 'Who nit 
you, my oldrfdlow ?~A blind harper; 



HMNLi^ 118 a tu»^ if 7<Ku ctn pfagr 
ever a good one— play. ioe-r>let's. m»t 
rmniibm he pUj, JBiob?" added M 
tnomiif to Ids oommwoo. " fiunpor 
fluiifiw Jolies.'* 

The old:nttui, thot^ he did not:0Mm 
i|iile pleased wilh the peremptor jr jttui« 
M9r of the iiei|iie8t> playedj as he.; ww 
iemed, ^ Bumper Squire Jones;" : and 
WFenl other times wete afterwards :be-t 
^poke hf the same rough and tjrrannical 



. 1^. Utile children shranl^ back in 
timid. fiUe^ioe^aiid ey^ed.the gteat brutal 
hoy wtith dialike^^ 

. TjUs boy was the son of Attome)^ 
Oaae, and as his father had neglected .tA 
cwUMft hi?^ t^emper when he was a diildy 
aa ,he grew up it became i^suffisraUe ; n)) 
ilbo ;W«te younger and breaker tlpn hloK 
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. ^Mliftl^the did iMgWi%«w»ili Wjliii 

Gsrried his harp for him, MA^irtaPflWli 
niMil etII».4Mne nfr, Md^Jidi Jii^blas- 
flrt iiiMglit'«iielrwidlii>i^ 

had taken so much pains to entoMIIII 
ttieoi, bbt«6i emi tfiwi 19011 tib* gikget^ 

fiequent The hat was l iHA imii i»ihft»# 

lH«Kt«i*|Mthiiii«tid^uilil^iiflD%riPWl*t* 

ftvoi^ iMi,-»* m fMM mm miimmif 

said he, « and here's a shilli|ig ibr yoa." 
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"^rJHmomi, Sri"" nddi^kMaAk^ yattm 
he took the shilling, whfiii ihe fmmg 
}jfmti0imBm imd^ tHkf^ pstt mtm tM(t Uind 
r imuk IwMwf thtfcit wa&tmt WdMIl 
fiuslUng. 

"lamafinidit isiMltsaiidw,'' «ii 
lim hA wbme Imammm it wwtor examfaie 

^ 1 ant afraid^ tiitt, j^tuVfefe no 
#bar;' said jroM^ €aw, with lai iasaitt 
ia(g hngfar* 

"^ i« inenrv iiali do^ lif^'' pevsktad 4te 

kd^ '< loclt ztikymaaOfi tHe edges 
dl yellow ; jou eas Ma tha 
IhiiMgli-it qaitm fkum ; dbr, nobodf 
takrkfrQaiuig'' 

^ Tfaat'a yniir aiair,'' aaidi tfca bratal 
boy^ pushing away his. haad; yoa^ ta«if 
lasaiti ym kww^ aa wcU aat i db^ if 
you leak dodrpH-yaa ham tatteMit tmm 
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if 4 aaatm muoh 

ne^Md I dMVt take it<twdc BgMitj I 



HM: faeard.-«Th0 iittte •Mtnlify', tbdiigk 
under evident constramt^^ cdedd- m^ 
kmger.siq^prass their iiid%n«tion« 

«< Who says it's nnjimt,** cmd die lg^« 
rantstemly.loddagdowii upon iamjuJ^gm 

Susan's Ultle bmthere had held her 
gown fast to {wuveiii Mr from iniiwg 
at the beginmng of this contest, and ate 
un^'now so much interested to see the 
end of it, that she stood stitt, withaii^ 
oiaking any lesistanoe. 

** Is anjr one hfre anmigst yonnelNrei 
a judge of silver ? " said the <dd man. 

^ Yes, here's tbe butdier's hay^'' md 
tbt attornejr's son ; ** diow it to huq/ ' ^ 

Hie was a siokly4ookio|^ boy, and of 
a remoriiably peaceable dcgmlition. 



swffu nnkm. us 

i Y«iHi|r Case ftaded tlMt he wmrid 
be afraid to give judgment againt him ; 
hoiWkiymr, after iame moment hesitation, 
and after, tuning the sbilUhg rbwMl 
aerecal times, he pronounced, ** that, aa 
far as his judgment went^ but he did 
hot pretend to be downright certain sure 
t£ it,. the shiAing was not over and aboiw 
good.** Then turning to Siwan, to 
aGveenhiaiself from manifest danger^ for 
Ae attorney's son Idofied Mapad him with 
a .vengeful mien, ^* But here's Susan 
faeie, who understands silver a great 
deal better than I do, she takes a power 
of it for bread you know." 

'' I'll leave it to her,"* said the old 
kaiper ; f* if she says the shilling is good, 
keep it. Jack." 

The '. shilling was handed to Stisan, 
^ho, though she had wifh becoming 
modesty forborne all interference, did not 

N 2 



lMentote», wbm Ae w«i oiHed mpwi^ to 
ipoik the tntfch; "^ I think tbat iUtt 
^iiiBaiigis a bad one,'' saiddiii, tftdtim 
fmkk hut firm twe 91 wUch Ae po* 
«0ttiioed the woodb, fqr a iiiom«it aimi 
and aileiMasd the angry and brutal boj^ 

^ There's aQ0thar then," cried fa^ ^i 
hafesixpences and ahiUings too is pl^atfv 
^ank mj stars.'" 

Susan now walked away wkh her twe 
Httk brother9» and all the other childicn 
aqparated to go to their several homes. 

The old hm-per called to Susan, ad 
faeggedy durt, if she Was going towards 
the village, she wwdd be w kind aa to 
fl^Dw him the way. 

His lad took up his harp, and litde 
William took the old man by the hafid» 
^ ru lead him^ I ean lead him»" said 
lie; and Jdlm ran on befisfe ihee^ to 
gathm? ktng^cupo in tibe meadow* 
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There was a smaD rivulet, which they 
had to cross, and as the plank whidi 
served for a bridge over it was rather 
narrow^ Susan was afraid to trust the old 
blind man to his little conductor ; she 
therefore went on the tottering, plank 
first herself, and then led the older harper 
carefully over ; they were now come' to 
a gate, which opened upon the high road 
to the village. 

*• There is the high road straight be- 
fore you," said Susan to the lad, who 
was carrying his master's harp, " you 
can't miss it; now I must bid you a 
good evening, for Tm in a great hurry 
to get home, and must go the short 
way across the fields here, which would 
not be so pleasant for you, because of 
the styles. — Good bye." 

The old harper thanked her, and 
went along the high road, whilst she 

NS 



IM maiMasum 

Md. her brathen ti^iped on as fiist as 
thejr codd by tlie ihoit way acrcm Hii 
Mds. 

^« Bflkt Somen, !«» aftwd, ndftte 
waiting ibr us^" said Susan : ^* ym 
luMsr flte said she would call at six, «m1 
by tbe length of oar riiadows Pkii sun It 
ttibite.** 

Whoa they eame to their own cott«g0» 
door, they heard many vdbes, and Uiey 
saw, when they entered, sevistd ladies 
standing in the kitchen. 

^ Come in, Smuin, we thought you had 
quite foraaken us," smd Miss Somers to 
SMsm, who advanced timidfy. ^ X fiOMf 
yea forgot, that w^e pMidscMi to pay yett 
a visit tfab evenii^ ; but you need mt 
blu^ so mndk about ^e a^itter, tiieve 
is no g^at harm done, we hanre onl^ 
been here about Av^ viinutes, and we 
have lieen w^ eaiftsyed in adtiA^ 



MoatMnxASL lip 

7«udr 9tai gsiden^ and yoior ordtilgr 
ah€iTe& Is it 7011^ Saatn, who: kei^ 
these things in such nice order? ^ eomh 
tinucd Miss jSbmtrs, lodciog roiml the 
imcticii. 

fiefiore JSusaa eould repl j« little Wik^ 
liam pitriied tanfmrd^. and answered^ 
^ If ea^ ma'am^ it is my sister Siisah that 
keaeps ererjr thisg neat, and she aljrayg 
ia>m» to school for ^s too, which was 
fdiat cauaed her to be so late.'' ^ B% 
cause as. how," coa<inued John, ** she 
masioath to relose us hearing a biiiid 
man plaf on the harp — ^it was we loupt^ 
bar, and wa hopes, ma'am, as jou <tra«>r 
aa you Mtm ao good, jou won't take ^ 



Miss Somers and her sister soulad ai 
Ae affiwtionala simidioity wiljfa wMcfa. 
fihiaan'a U^e haetthert undertook, bof 
Mmoc^ aad l^ef we«t from this tMf^ 
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>drcuinstaiice, disposed to think yet more 
iiEivourably of a family, which seemed Sd 
^ell united. 

I ::They took Susan abng with- th«a 
through the village ; many came to tlfcir 
^oers;, and, far from envying, all secretfy 
Arished Susan well as she passed. 
: ** I fancy we shall find what we w^nt 
liere," said Miss Somers, stopping be- 
fore a shop» where unfolded sheets rf 
.pins and' glass buttons glistened in the 
window, and where rolls of niany-ico- 
loiired ritmnds appeared ranged in 
tempting order. She went in, and was 
r^oiced to see the shelves at the back 
of the counter well furnished with glossy 
tiers of stuffs, and gay, neat printed 
linens and calicoes. 

. *• Now, Susan, choose yourself : a 
gown,'' said Miss Somers; *^ you set an 
example of industry and good conduct, 



•fvliidimmh to tok0 p«Uk ootMi 
Iv tbe benefit of othe»/' 

The shopkeeper, who was father tm 

flHsan^ dSriead Bwe, looked modi aaitis* 

£cd fajr thb speech^ and a« if a conip& 

neat bad faeiw paid to hiinadft boiMt 

knr to Mass Somera* and. then witii 

alortoessy whiA a liDodon linen-drapar 

■M^t have admired, pradueed pieor 

•ffaer faeoe 0f his best goods to Us 

young customer — unroUid^ unfoldlii^ 

hdid ite bright stitfs and cssllendered 

caUeotts in Tarfous l^^hts. Now stretohoil 

his arm to the highest shelves, moA 

teought down in a trice what ^Mm&i 

to be bejiood the reach of any but a 

giant's arm ; now dived into some UAr 

den recess beneath the coiintcr* and 

liMttght to light ficesh beauties and freak 

temptations. 

&isatt ladccd ^m with mose iadUSec^ 



fMethw MUMt of tlie ^peotalonu**-^8fe 
was thinking mu€^^<rf^ her laiiib|^«Bi 
W019 of her. father. . ui -i^x- 

- Miss Somer9 had put a hrigfat gniflaa 
iMo her hahd^ and had bid hiet t9V^ 
her. own gamn; but Susan, as sheldokei 
at. the. guinea, thought it was a'giMt 
lieal.of moia^ to lay out upoa hei^Uf 
madjshe wished* but did hot know hoia 
to ask, that she nught keep it fiv 1 
Jittter purpose. 

:^ Some people are whdly inattentntt 
9to the. iesser feelings,, and inc^iofale fil 
reading the countenances of tfaoae on 
ftrhom they bestow their bounty^-^-Mkl 
£otaiers and her sister were not of tl«i(j 
nu'gUy charitable dass. 
1 *^ She does . not like any of - tl 
things," wluspered JMB§s Soraers to 
sbter. 
* : . Her sister obserred, that Su^aft JbcAt 



« if ^er tliouglits were far dittent ftokii 

** If you don't fancy any of thes^ 
UtingSy^ said the civtt shopkeeper' to 
Sasan» ^* we shall have a new oisortment 
af calicMs. for the spring season sooii^ 
inmi town. 

'' Oh/' interrupted Susan» with • 
smile and a blush^ ^ these are aB pretty 
and too good for me, but * " ' 



'' Bn/what, Susan?"* saidMisaS(»i 
mere. *^ Tdlus what is passti^ in youih 
Mttfe mind*** 

Susan hesitated* 

'* Well then^ we will not press you; 
you are scarcely acquainted with us yet ; 
when you are, you wiU not be aftaid, I 
hope, to speak your mind. — Put thii 
shining yellow coioniter,'*- continued shev 
p<»[nting to the guinea, ^* in your pocket 
and make what use of it you please.. 



liave heard of you, we are penmiwiti 
that jrou will mabe a good uyi^^f il.*^ 

'' I tbkkf madMi," «ai4 tlie pM(Mi 
fClba ahap* with a ffbreum} |fwdUn«bii«A 
look, '' I could gm a |»retty goedt Kiiaai 
myself what will become of tjmA gummk 
^p-4iiit J s^y Qolhiag/' 

'' N0, that is righC ipid Mm. ^ 
jners ; *' we kav4i Sump «iNafefy aili^ 
iMsrty, and now w« will afit^etmn her 
my kKiger* Qoqd n^hl^ Smaq*. «m 
shall soon come again to your ilfNit^jSiiK 
tage." 

$u9aa oowrteMd with an ^Kfipessive 
look of gratitude* wd m^Ui « modeit 
jlmkmss in her countenmo^ whidi 
ymn^ to siiy, ^ I would tdl you aoi 
wdcome what I want to do with, tte 
gauieii<-4iut I am i^ wed to apeak 
Mp^ so maay people ; whan youiooait 



^ owt ixMage agaki 70a ifliafl lamr 

Men faitwd! ib thxi ohLi^ftg ds&ficecp&i^ 
iMbo wta telU&aig wp all file tlmgalie 
iM^ DpeMd. ^ You hare hM a ffmtL 
lari of vrofiMie iritit us, sfr,** said Ati 
*^ audi dbace Susan will not cheasea gMfft 
fr iM^anslf, I must"*— ^e selected Ae 
frtfllfesty HXiA wibilit tj^^^tnan wis foflhi|^ 
it in paper, siie aafeed him sareral^piea- 
%fmB about Susan and her family, wMdi 
iie ^ifci det%bted to ansrirer, tvecMse life 
had noifr am opportuaity of saying as 
HMdh^ as he wished m her pralie^ 

'' No later iMvek^ ttia*atii« than^ l«it 
Bfef fijoming * said h#j * a* my dattgh^ 
il^ Sbse was tdlkig us, Susan did •tarn, 
is herqMet ws^, by her ^Mher, thnt 
WdttM not dfe^please jim if you Were to 
htM it. She was to ha^e been QaMn 
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<if the May, ladies^ whicb^ ia our Iktk 
village, amongst the younger tribe, is.it 
.tiring; ladies, that ia liipught of n good 
deal— »but Susans mother was i^^ and 
Susan, after sitting up with hec aP 
night,, would not leave her in the monr 
lag, even when they brought the cram 
jto her.— *She put the crowu upon my 
daughter Rose's head with her ow^i 
•hands, and to be sure Ros^ loves her » 
.well as if she was her own si^r; but I 
•don't speak from partiality, for I aw 
no relation whatever to the Prices^ only 
;A well-wisher, as every ope, I believi^ 
who knows them, is*^— 111 send the pai^ 
eel up to the Abbey, shalll ma'am ? ** 

^^ If you please," said Mis& Scmiexs,. 
/^. and let us know aa soon as you re- 
A^ve yoi«r new things from town. Yoii 
iwiU, I hope, find us good, customeia, 
land weU-wishers/ added she, with^a 
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^tle^ •* fer those who wish weft to 
Ihelt* neighbours, surely deserve to have 
^ell-wishets themselves/* 

' A few 'words ttiay encourage the be- 
TOvolent pasi^otis, arid may dispose peo- 
jBe to^ive'in peace and happiness*;— ^u 
ttfW w6rds may set them at variance,' 
itad may lead to misery and lawsuits.—j- 

r 

5tttortiey Case and Miss Somers were 
fiotli equally convinced of this, and thelir: 
t^ctice was uniformly consistent with; 
their principles. 

' ' But now to return to Susan.— ^he put 
flie bright guinea carefully into the 
gfove, with the twelve shillings which- 
she had received from her companiousr 
oA' May-day. Besides this treasure, she 
^cnlated, that the amount of the bills 
Ibr bread could not be less than eight 
or nine aud thirty shillings, and as her 
father was now sure of a week's reprieve,* 

o2 



«be kad greet hoficst thol; bjr fpiae Qi«Ris 
or other, it would be possible to AUtke 
up the whole sum uecessaiy to pay fw a 
substitute* ^ If that could but be doue^** 
said she to becself, '* how ba|ip7 would 
mj mother be !>— She would be ijuifte 
stout again^ fear jshe certainly is a great. 
deal better sixice moruiog, since I told 
ber that &ther w^d stajr » week tow 
gee^^^Ahl but sbe would not huve 
Ueased Attoroe/ Caselbouglv if «be had 
known about mj poor Daisj^*^ 

Susaa toc^ the path that led to tiie 
meftdpw by the w^ter-side, resolved tn 
go by herself, and take leaire i^ h& Uk- 
upoeot &voprite. But the did not psm 
i^ uupercetved ; her iitHe brotbers "wen: 
vatcbiiy for ber return, and as soon un 
thejr saw ber» thej ran alter hsr^ aaid 
«9rartook her as die i»ached the mea^ 
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What did that good lady want with 
jnou ? " cried William 4 but looking up in 
iiis sister's face, he saw tears in her 
ejes^ and he was silent, and walked on 
quietly. 

Susan saw her lamb by the water-side. 

** Who are those two men?" saidt^ 
William. " What are they going to do 
with Daisy f"" 

The two men were Attorney Case ani 
the butcher. — The butcher was feeling 
whether the lamb was fat. 

Susan sat down upon the bank in 
silent sorrow; — ^her little brothers ran 
up to the butcher, and demanded whe-^ 
ther he was going to do any harm to the 
lamb.' 

The butcher did not answer, but the 
attorney replied, ** It is not your sister's 
iamb any longer, it's mine— mine to ail 
intents and purposes." 

o3 



toror; « MuJ wiM joa WB tftl** 
<< Tbnt's the bntcber's bufimmT 
Tbe Stde bojrs oi>«r bmst iqto T^kx^ 
lug lamentations ; they poshed awaf ^ 
1iiitcher*0 hancif they tlwew their aiom 
nmnd the neck c^the Imob, tke^ MamA 
Us fondbead-^it bleated. 

** It will not bleat to-mevrow i^ aaid 
WW&am, and he wept bitted/^ 

The bntdier looked aade^ uadhm^tSg 
robbed his eyes with the eomer af Mi 
Uue fiio^n. 

The attorney stood ummured ; be 
pulled up the head of tiie Iamb, ^IdA 
had just iitooped to crop a mimthfiil oi 
doTcr.— ** I have no time to wp9t€^ 
^aidhe; ^'.hutcfa^, yeull necottpt mA 
me. If Jt*s fat — the stnmst the Iwttttr* 
T^e BO m<ire to say/' And lie waSosdoC 
deaf to the pt*ayer»<of the poor cbfldmi^ 



M 1000 m tile iKlttni^ wm out ^ 
sdght^ Smnkxtm from th^ hmk whtm 
fSbe w» MAted^ mme iip to her Unoj^ 
«id ftooped (ofBtbcr some of the fteab 
dew7 tr€f<^ tP tel; it ««it #ii^ ei her 
haiid for tb^ hot tlme»-«^0Qr Dttbr 
iM^ed her w^Uuuwo hand 
^ Now, let 118 go,'' wid ^S^iimPii 
*^ I*S wait w km^ as jou |i|ea$^'' sai^ 

tiia fautcheiv 

jSiisasa thanked hiiii» but walhfid awa^r 
qisiddi^* without looking again at h&r 
Umb. 

Her Uttle brotbecg; beg|;ad the maxi 
ta atfl^ a few ]|iiuiite«» £»r tbi^jr had j^a*- 
lib^red a haiwtf^I xxf Uw ipaedweU miA 
jsdlow crowi^ol;».axMl thay we^ d«clui3|g: 
the pMTraiPitnaL 

^ it loUosml the ho; a tfturongh 1^ 
vQli^ the dnUreo 4»UMad aa 4har 
faiMct 4^^ tbe^httfeeher^a iOW4» tim ««» 
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among the number. Susan's steadi- 
ness about the bad shilling was full ni' 
this boy*s memory, it had saved him i 
beating ; he went directly to his father 
to beg the life of Susan's lamb. 

** I was thinking about it, boy, my- 
self," said the butcher ; " it*s a sin to 
kill a pet lamb, I'm thinking — any way 

r 

it's what I'm not used to, and don't 
fancy doing, and I'll go and say as much 
to Attorney Case — but he's a hard man ; 
there's but one way to deal with him, 
and that's the way I must take, though 
so be I shall be the loser thereby : but 
we'll say nothing to the boys, for fear it 
might be the thing would not take, and 
then it would be worse again to poor 
Susan, who is a good girl, and alwajrs 
was, as well she may, being of a good 
breed, and well reared from the first" 
•* Come, lads, don't keep a crowd 



lie, aloud, to the diildren ; ^ turn the. 
laiub, ia hiei:^ Johiv in the pdddork, 
ISwr to^oigiit^ «n4 go jxmt wayn bonm*" . 
The ctQwd dispenied, tmt murmurfd^ 
wid ^ butcher went to the attome/*^ 
^ SeeiQg thi^ ;«U }%)tt infant iji^ ;»£a<¥i» 

Artbiir^ as yon toUi^mc^" ^d th^ 
Imtpfaer^ ^' J could J^i jmi h%r^ what> 
9» good» ABd b^ter Sof jwr pmposeu*' 
. « JBettier^i-^if ii's bciter Ym i^ady ta 
hear reason." j 

. The hatcher had dioice^ tender UmK 
he aa]4» fit to i^ the nc^t day ; and aa 
Mr,. Case was jnQ{iatiefit tQ mak^ hi$ ^&> 
feiwgto Sk Arthur, he accepted the 
butcher's pcoposal^^ thoagh with wcfc. 
seeming reluctance, that he aptuaJG^ 
ti|uaeaed out of htov befwe he would 
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complete 'the ta^rgain, a br^ of a ii# 
Sweetbread. 
In the mean time Susan% brotbeit 

» 

ran home to tell her, that her kmb wa» 
put into the paddock fbr the night ; this 
was all they "knew, and even this' W^ 
some cbmfort to her. — Rdse, her good 
friend, was with her, and she had, befall" 
her, the pleasure of telling her father ^f 
his week's reprieve — her inbther waSr 
better, and even said she was determined 
to sit up t!o supper in her Wfcker arhi- 
chair. ., ^ .\ 

Susan was getting thmgs ready for 
supper, when little Wiffiam, who was 
standing at the house-door, watehthg^ 
in the dusk for hisfather's return, sud- 
denly exclaimed, " Snsan ! if here is not 
our old man !**• 

*' Yes," said the old harper, ^ I fmvfr 
found my way to you ; the neighbours 



9iMPUS SUSAN. l$fi 

were kiod enough to show me where- 
abouts you livedo for though I didn't 
Jl^piow your name^ they guessi^ wl^o I 
sieaiit bjr whvA I said of you all." 

Susan came \q th^ dopri aod the old man 
uraa delighted to bear, her speak ^gpain. 

^^ If it would not be too bold/' said 
hs^ ^^ I'm a stranger in this, pa^t of the 
country, and come from afer off; my 
boy has got a bed for hiinsdf , here in 
tbo viUage, but I have no place— *could 
you be so charitable to give an old blind 
map a night's lodging ? " 

Susan said she would step and ask har 
mother^ and she soon returned with an 
answer, that he was heartily welcome, if 
he coi^ld sleep upon the children's bed» 
which was but smalL 

The old man thankfully entered the 
hospitable cottage — ^he struck his head 
against th^ low roof as he stepped over 
the 4oor*»Hi. 



Off ihif he hid just had aipttf- 
ence at the hmiae of Attorney CfeHi, 
irhefc he hud dsked, "fetit hirtf heen 
notigbfy 9«A»ed aH assistefiee 1^ B£bs 
Bta*bara, who was, aeeording; to her 
usual eci^rtoiii^ standSag* stafing at tkt 
IffiSl'doon 

The cAi man':) harp was §et down in 
fktmev nrice'd kitchen, and he prombed 
to play a tune for the boys before they 
went to bed ; thehr mother ginng th^m 
le^ve to sit up to supper with their 
fether. 

He came home with a sorrowfiil 
coontenattce ; bat how soon did It 
brighten, when Susoin, with a smile, saM 
to hhn, ^ Father, weVe good news for 
yotr ! good news for ns all *— You hatve 
a whole week longer to stay with its, smd 
perhaps,** continued she, puttihs^lier little 



pum into bis b«Qd8» '*pettMps w!^ 
wtet*ft faer^ afid the bread-bills, and wbat 
m$£f ntmidiow be got togetter before a 
weefe"^ at an end, ire ttrnf ttuke up the 
iD^e ^ineas fyt the substitnte, as thej^ 
eatt bhn t who knotrs, deareM; mathct, 
but we maj keep hm with us Ibr 
ever?**— Ad she 9(p6ke sfte thieir her 
arms round her father, who pressed her 
tor his bosom withotit speaking; for his 
fteart was fSprll. He was some Ikth time 
befcBTe he could perfectly beHeve, that 
what he heard was true : but the revived 
smiles of his wife, the ndsy joy of his 
'little boys, and the satiafaetion that 
irticme in Susan's eountenance, conviheed 
Mm that he was not in a dream. 

As they sat down to supper, the oM 
luttper was made wdeonie to his share 
dtthe cheerful, though frugal meal. 

9usan*s father, as soon ^ mupper iras 
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finished^ even before he would let the 
harper play a tune for his boys, opened 
the little purse which Susan had given 
to him ; he Vas surprised at the sight of 
the twelve shillings, and still more, when 
he came to the bottom of the purse^ to 
see the bright golden guinea. 

" How did you come by all this mo- 
ney ? '* said he. 

" Honestly and handsomely, that I'm 
sure of beforehand/* said her proud mo- 
ther ; " but how I can't make out, ex- 
cept by the baking. — Hey, Susan g^ is 
this your first baking ? *' 

" Oh, no, no," said her father, " I have 
her first baking snug here, besides, in 
my pocket, I kept it for a surprise to do 
your mother's heart good, Susan. Here's 

ft 

twenty-nine shillings; and the Abbef; 
bill, which is not paid yet, comes to te]i| 
more. — ^What think you of this, wifer 



SfMPLE SUSAN. 159 

Have we not a right to be proud of our 
Susan ? ^ *^ Why," continued he, turn- 
ing to the harper, ** I ask your pardon' 
for speaking out so free before strangers 
in praise of my own, which I know is 
not mannerly ; but the truth is the fit- 
test thing to be spoken, as I think, 
at all times, therefore here's your good 
health, Susan ; — >why, by and by shell' 
be worth her weight in gold— in silver 
at least.— But tell us, child, how came 

• • • " 

ydu by all these riches ? and how comes 
it that I don't go to-morrow ?— All this- 
happy news makes me so gay in myseMJ 
I'm afraid I shall hardly understand it 
rightly. — But sj^eak on, child — first 
bringing us a bottle of the good mead you 
made last year from your own honey." * 
Susan did not much like to tell the 
history of her Guinea-hen — of the gown 
lid of her poor lamb-— part of thi» 
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would seen 4s if At wv yuuntitut 4^ 
bcr own g^ftwutj^ and part, of it dxe 
did not lik^ to recojybct But heriw^ 
4her jj^raved to knav the vhcdte^^ loid die 
iielated it as simply A3 ^he ^ouldt Wlw^ 
ukt Gai»e to tibe Btorjr of her hmb^ her 
voice faltered, imd ^verj Imlir ^ffisiaB^ 
VM toucbed^^The old harper tiifibed 
imcfy and cleared his Hmrni t^mftl 
tiiiieft>*-^Jie Mm ad^od fbr hk} haiA. aiid» 
after tiinijig it for a coosidemUe th^Of 
he i^oHected, for he bad i^ea fills f£ 
ahsenct^ that he sent lor it to plaftlie 
tmehe hid |ffOinise4 to the hfl^^ 

Tbiihaipw iSMie fi^onai a pent di^ 
%iQOey fmm the moimtains of Wal^, io 
oontend wft^it serenal other ooii^pc^tiutaiBi) 
ior n piizew wb»^ bad heei^ adyertm^l 
hj a immcid society aboirt a^iea^ before 
this tim^ Thsi^ was to be a apt^#di 
ha& gixren fipwibe oocawiQtt ^£lmiar. 
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fwry, wlifch was aboiit five tnaes from 
our tillage. The prize was ten guineas 
£6r the best performer on the harp, lind 
the prize was now to b^ decided in H* 
fetr days. 

An thi^ intelligence Barbara had lon^' 
since gained from her maid, who often 
went to visit in the town of Shrews- 
bury, and she had long had' her imagi- 
nation inflamed with the idea of this 
splendid music- meeting and ball. CMlen 
Ifad she sighed to be there, and ofl^n 
had, she revolvied in her mind schemes 
for introdadng herself to some genteel 
neighbours, who might take her to the 
bait m their carrfflgfe.— How rejoiced,' 
how triumphant was she, when this veiy 
evening, just about the time when the. 
butcher was bargaining with her father 
about Susan^s lamb, a livery servant 
from the Abbey rapped *at the door, 

p8 



Ida mmM swaii, 

to-morrow-. — ^Who knows? — Iilmi«i^«. 

loofeteg peiam, and m tin ii-. .i i a <l #^^ 
I fo «tmaiQgfy to <w«rk tiritii MSwi 
S Hf r t n i l lihtd^to he Auvt 1 4tm 
ai9v tbeH take nie to ihe b# wifii 

«* To ie mm^" faid the »|J4 '*k^ 
the Jam mw nwf eo^icct fi»n « Urii 
CkuU 40»R«»fwli«iydrto vlqi Smm9 I^rfoSk 
«id f OM about »«bopfni^ fqrlimr^ ^ 
IflMt she csm do £»pm^ is i» litfee ]imi 
is ber eatm^, wkiek oMlt mUkmi^ 
iMfe M jml « a i in a w ii <ctmttfy^ ^Cft #. 

** Then ^ngr, Betf^," •coMtimied Wm 
Barton " don't focoet ta-manmy tbe 



^>nt tMPffJOU d«, to JMHioff.tO J|U»V8* 

it to dmxOatA tb« Abli»K* OF^ Utdyks 
mitt 4lMok v^iiaig. «f Jim^mit 9tsttft 
v tmrnnUa r the nwUud-fmlGwr i«(t» I 

venr i^nrn i|g«i»$t tib ball- I m^ Wf 
jrfm kxum noiMtliiiig ^ tte &ri^ioA> 
VMxmtJQ^w At the Abbey* I sbaU /Mfr 

And^ B^Uf^ I btve tbovgU c^ ^ mwl 

PIP^ wj% it'if good lup^ to gp ^Pf49r<<* 
bmded to i» ^p:^ hopisp : Tttmafc^Mii^ 
Someiiai* wlio ^ £^4^ »& b(ir i«»im4 t<M 
jm^ d jmcb thingi^ril «wlse Mm 

Siiftaa'i^^««nit*ft4if no use tox&suBO 49 iMm 
Mig|7 it ^ ^aidly in tbie iBiqyrf}ik)ff t^^ltllt 
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~ In full confidence that her prcselif; 
and her bonnet, would operate eff^-| 
luftHy in her favour, Miss Barbara pidi 
her first Tisit at the Abbey. She ^ 
pected to see wonders; she was dre^ieff 
in all the finery which she had hi^rff 
from her maid, who had heard fi*6m thd' 
prentice of a Shrewsbury milliner, wai' 
the thing in London ; and she was mueb 
surprised and disappointed, when she 
was shown into the room where the Miss- 
Somerses, and the ladies at thfe Abbey,' 
were sitting, to see that they did not, in 
any one part of their dress, agree wiflr 
the picture her imagination had formed 
of fashionable ladies. She was embar- 
rassed when she saw books, and worki" 
and drawings, upon the table ; and she 
began to think, that some afikint was 
meant to her, because Me company ^d 
not sit with their hands before tfieni.^ 



Wben Km Somers ^indwwmi 1» §§A 
ant coovenwitioo that wwld mlmm^ 
Im^ md spoke of walJU wd jSmwi«,, 
and gaitlepin^, of wbicb sto wns hanwi; 
iS9pd> Alias Au-bura still thoiigM.lifiM^. 
undervaluedt ax^ ^u^^n cootiw^ tp e^: 
BOW her %nca*aiioe most completelf , i>y 
talking of things vhidi she did not wn 
deratand* 

Those who nenr^ ^t«iii|^ to ^j^ear 
what thf7 are not— those who 4t> mH^ 
m tboir asaim^rs jaret^ to mf thji^g, 
wsuited to their Jmblts and sKuatiQi^ w 
liff^ ne^er are in danger of bm^ laugl^ 
od at, by sensible* wi^bised pmfJ^^ i^ 
anj rank ; but affectation is tha constant, 
aodjnst o^ect of ridkule* 

Wss Barbara Case, witbhar mi^skm, 
airs of gentility^ aiming to lie tboMg^ 

a womaop and a fine M^t wbist sbe 
in reaMtf a diildt and a vntear attoi 
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daughter, rendei-ed herself so thorouglliy 
ridiailous, that the good-natured, yet 
discemiug spectators, were painfully di- 
• Tided between their sense of comic ab- 
surdity, and a feeling of shame for one 
who could feel nothing for herself. 

One by one the ladies dropped off-— 
Miss Soraers went out of the room for a 
few minutes to alter her dress, as it was* 
the custom of the family, before dinner. 
She left a port-folio of pretty drawift)gs 
aiid good prints, for Miss Barbara's 
amusement ; but Miss Barbara's thoughts 
were so intent upon the harper^s baD,' 
that she could not be entertained With 

such trifles* 

• . .. 

How unhappy are those who spend' 
their time in expectation ! They can ne- 
ver enjoy the present. 
" Whilst Barbara was contriving means 
of interesting Miss Somers in her favour. 
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she recellectedy with surp«se» that not 
one word had yet been said of her pre* 
sent of the Guinea-hen. 

Mrs. Betty, in the hurry of her dress- 
iskg her youn^ lady in the morning, had 
.forgotten it, but it came just whilst Miss 
Somers was dressing, and the house- 
keeper came into her mistress's room to 
announce its arrival. 

" Ma'aqfi,*' said she, " here's a beau- 
tiful Guinea-ben just come^ with Miss 
Barbara Case's compliments to you/' 

Miss Somers knew, by the tone in 
which the housekeeper delivered this 
noessage, that there was something in 
the business, which did not perfectly 
please her. She made no answer, in ex- 
pectation that the housekeeper, who was 
a woman of a very open temper, would 
explain her cause of dissatisfaction. — In 
this she was not mistaken: the house- 



iMeptsf t»me dofte tqp to tie Arattiog'- 
trfUe, And (sMtiiitted, .^ I ise^er l&e to 
speak till I'm ttxite, mu*mk, add ftt 
iH>t quite turev td gay eettaiii/tii this 
€tt^, tttii'Am^ but 3ttfl I think it r^ 
t» tefl yod, whfoh can't wrong Mf 
"hedf, w^hat catne msxkss tny mind about 
lliis s(ttni6 Odnrn-hcn, n^a'am^ and ydn 
can inquire into it, and dd aff you |d^»fe 
^ill6i'virftrd§, ma^atn. Sotne dme ago we 
*Bd l>ft<r <3ttitti?a-f6wls of onr own, 
and I iUdd^ bold, not thinking, to be 
mte, that all our own would die away 
'4tmi m, m they hate done, to give a 
Aie couple la^t Cfarigtmas to Suaan 
Vtici^ and very fond and pleased fdte 
was^ at the time, and I*m sure wotdd 
Mirer hare t>arted with the hen with 
Iter good-wfil ; but if my eyte« doift 
tirsmgAf mistake, this hen, that coineSs 
-from Wshi Bariyara, is the seff^isame idbfi- 



Jbud Imw ifisii Bab xMht by If, k ^ 
thing that puzzles me. If my hoy PM- 
llf ^iMtt «t bMM; may te, ii» Ke'^ tfflen at 
Mm. 9H4!i^ (wMcb t AM't £daptm>t«^» 
H* m^t kiW tk« ftisitdrf i^ Hht Otjii 
mmb'hm. t expetk hi rn home thfe nig^, 
4and, if imr £ittv«» nd dl^dttim, I tiriff tilt 

^ T1i# ibrnfn^. way, I thoald thitkj^ 
mlA Hmrietta, '* Wduld be to ask IflkB 
Qdie h^Mdf tthofit it, wliich t \^ A> 
ink evefihig.** 

•• If yilte pfease ma'am/' «;dd the 
lMliaekei*|Mlr, coldly, for she kurew tfttat 
IfilA ^f%ara \rair not jfkmOtns hi the 
iMa^ 4bf isfieakifig' the trath. 

Dhmef K^fe uoiv^ «erved.— Attorney 
Case eitpcfeted to smell mlm-sKnice, and 

as the covers were taken frottif Off the 
^iMieij UhA^ armitfd for latnti-^but 
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no lamb appeared.-^He had a ifes^erous 
knack of twisting the oonva^saticod to fai3 
point. 

Sir Arthur was speaking, when they 
sat down to dinner, of a new carving* 
knife, which he lately had had made for 
his sister; the attorney immediately went 
from carving-knives to poultry, thence 
to butcher's meat : some joints^ be ob- 
served, were much more difficult to carve 
than others ; he never saw a man carve 
better than the gentleman opposite him» 
who was the curate of the pansh. " But, 
sir," said the vulgar attorney^ ^^ I must 
make bold to differ with you in one 
pointy and I'll appeal to ^ Sir Arthur* 
Sir Arthur, pray, may I ask, when you 
carve a fore-quarter of lamb, do you, 
when you raise the shoulder, throw in 
salt or not?" 

This well-prepared question* was not 
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Idst upon' Sir Arthur ; the attorney was 
thanked for his intended present, but 
mortified and surprised, to hear Sir Ar- 
thur say, that it was a constant rule of 
his never to accept of any presents from 
his neighbours. •* If we were to accept 
a Iamb from a rich neighbour on my 
estate,'* said he, ** I am afraid we should . 
mortiiy many of our poor tenants, who 
can have little to offer, though, perhaps, 
they may bear us thorough good-will 
notwithstanding.** 

After the ladies left the dining-room, ~ 
as they were walking up and down 
the large hall. Miss Barbara had a fair ' 
opportunity of imitating her keen fa-' 
ther's method of conversing. One of 
the ladies observed, that this hall would 
be a charming place for music — Bab 
brought in harps, and harpers, and the 
harpers' ball, in a breath. — ** I know 

Q 2 



so mucb iiliput itt skwHt 4lwi, ^ I 

SibiiewdMiiy, a friend <^ |^ap»'f»^^lmi4^ 
tQ take ma with l^^r, but pftp 4id ml 

li^ io give h/er the JtiHMlU^ of WMJ&qf . 
8Q li^ fo^ me, thoiig^ ^e hwf ^i^ flo^ «f 

D(^rs^ aa jsbi? spoilt, bMt ^He ^milA mi 
read bi^r coiuoieoanc^M di^tinfitly 4iiisb9 
wished, b^QUSi^ Mw( Som^m wm%^ tH» 
moment letting down tb^ ni^ji /g( ]mx 

** Shall we wxdk mit li^for^ tea?*' «$^ 
sbi? to her PooipftQi^nf. ^ I b we j. f l?r^F 

3ar)i«ra, s^retly dr«;i;(^i|iig |»ro|)itiQ»ii 

omisns frp^ the GuiiM^rhi^nt &M(^^ 
i^th a fioqfidential ^ep^ 
Tim ghesmxitfy m9» w^U iiOi^ v^Sh 
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pretty little Guinea-hen appeared well,' 
even in this high company — it was much 
admired* Barbara was in glory — ^but 
her glory was of short duration. Just as 
Miss Somers was going to inquire into 
the Guinea-hen*s history, Philip came 
up, to ask permission to have a bit of 
sycamore^ to turn a nutmeg-box for his 
mother. 

Philip was an ingenious lad, and a 
good turner for his age ; Sir Arthur had 
put by a bit- of sycamore on purpose 
for him, and Miss Somers told him. 
where it was to be found. He thanked 
her, but in the midst of his bow of 
thanks his eye was struck by the sight 
of the Guinea-hen, and he involunta- 
rily exclaimed, ** Susan's Guinea-hen, 
I declare !** 

** No, it's not Susan's Guinea-hen/^ 
said Miss Barbara, colouring furiously* 

Q 3 



if4 mtxm mmm- 

lit lo Miw &mi«m,** 
At tbe lioiind iof Bidti'il mm ]?b% 

mftraimd by l;lie p^e^mcse of 4#1 i^ 
Miss Somers, in a pacifying tone ;«h4ii^ 

]ph|}ip i^vw npli kdiMd to he 9mML 

^ Why# nw'«»v" s»W be, ** jiiaiy I 
i|p«pk.ou(;?" j»n4, withwt waiii9jir for 
]^r»cii9M#q« lie pppbn i9lit» nifd ,f»r&« 
4itt. ti:^» und wmm iieownl^ pf B«ii«'« 
Qmba^^ fMnd of Mmis ftirbwa^i »€rii# 

Bftifbam den«d^ pm^6mJ$«M^ iivak 
9MBM4 md at ImI wa« .mmimnw w^ 
confusion, for which even the jjgiiifHkM^. 

^vHig^ 9p»e^^m muld scan^eijf! pity 



Mm ^Simm} liowfr^^f mnAM ^ 

to dispatch Philip for his piece of qp^Bfh 

W» ^^ ^ 9ii^t; but 1^ Swtber iw 
pMed btnu^U* by «x(^imii}g, "^ Tin «4f^ 
I ^irish tbw pitiful Gmmfhlm^ hud n«¥/er 
99fW ipto wjr poMflipm. I wi^h S^min, 
h»d )c^ it.^t ticm^, us ^e ^muld hAi^ 

^' J*«i!i)ftpis 1^ wiU h^ more ouf^fi}!^ 
JKNT tbat «h^ has ii^eoriir^d fp ttroDg i»^ 

Immm^^' ««id Mi98 SoiD«mi. '' SbiMl w^ 

try her?" »c0Ql9mi^ ^b^; " PhUip nciB^ 
1 4ar¥ KBQff tMk^%h» QmM^Jmn b^k to 
SfUW, if nr<e ilisiiire It.'' 

"^ JfywplMs^tiiiflL'w),'' said B^rhvim 
solleiiljr ; "^ I haxr^ nothiflg jm»9 to d«^ 
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Philip, who. set off joyfully with his piize, 
and was soon in sight of farmer Price's 
cottage. 

He stopped when he came to the door; 
he recollected Rose, and her generous 
ftiendship for Susan; he was determined^ 
that she should have the pleasure of re- 
storing the Guinea-hen ; he ran into the 
village ; all the children who had given 
up their little purse on May-day, were 
assembled on the play-green; they were 
delighted to see the Guinea-hen once 
more — Philip took his pipe and taborir 
and they marched in innocent triumph 
towards the white- washed cottage. 

" Let me come with you— let me . 
come with you," said the butcher's boy 
to Philip. *• Stop one minute ! my fa- 
ther has something to say to you." 

He darted into his father's house. The 
little procession stopped, and in a few 



tlt^ |)utqHer l««4ii}g « U^^. 

"It's WlPsyr !r^|ie9(fl4 ^ h#f «i^pp^ : 
" Well, for 017 part,'' said the good : 

a$ Atlkoi^Rfy <QfMiQ %r ^§ if^¥4« irovl^ 
Tfcpse pffor ^mtt^MisMi i4s«'fc kapr . 
aSwe^Mtd (Wfoi)t'» goil^K ft» iMifipw ift . 

ikemi mi m .for 4yt9X* >A'4 w^t wt 
toiist aU do 9fme tvm or iHK(^b«'i > 
but to keep umiigiRff #? IUHMrtP «f • 

t^ Uvj^, tjtoib imm m qhi^ iiiii«>e 
<« Am'» «4& i» wbgb I «0ll «ini«l.; «ii , 
is :not j(kk v4m* 4lt»f»ej 'QiPe fm 
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be^ii daif^ by pojyr. Susan^ and her 
whole family, ever since he took a spite 
against them ? But, at any rate, here's 
Susan's lamb safe and soimd ; Vd have 
taken it back sooner, but I was off he- 
tote day to the fair, and am but just 
come back ; however, Daisy has heen aSt' 
well off in my paddock, as he would 
have been in the field by the watet- 
side.'' 

The obliging shopkeeper, who showed' 
the pretty calicoes to Susan, was now 
at his door ; and when he saw the lamb, 
heard that it was Susan's, and learnt its 
history, he said that he would add his 
mite, and he gave the children some 
ends of narrow riband, with which Rose 
decorated her friend's lamb. ' 

The pipe and tabor now once more' 
bc^an to play, and the procession moved' 
on in joyful order, after giving the • 
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humaBe butcher three che^:s-r-three 
cheers, which wexe tetter deserved, than 
^ loud huzzas " usually are. 

Susan was workiog in her arbour, with 
her Uttle deal taUe before her ; when she 
heard the sound of the music, she put 
down her work and listened; she saw 
the crowd of children coming nearer and 
nearer; thej had closed round Daisy, 
so that she did not see it, but as they 
came up to the garden-gate she saw 
Rose beckon to her. — Philip played as 
loud as he could, that she might not 
hear, till the proper moment, the bleat- 
ing of the lamb. 

Susan opened the garden-wicket, and 
it this signal the crowd divided, and 

le first thing that Susan saw in the 
ist of her taller friends was little 
ing Mary, with the Guinearhenin 

ir arms. 



^tmt% fftMMI iL liiBliilli 

**you.haveillOt*eto^t».*^ " 

• AM thii iMtatii ^ke^wm^ ftmi] 

itefcely Aif^g Cb 6eik^ 'Ml^ MMtfl, 
i^ pressed i^agef tj^ ftrtl^^ tfltd MMU 
pdbf IMhy f*^h^ BtlWt fttt» tU*^; ' • *«• 
•^ I dM tiot ^Hed^ me tear -#11^ I 
p»ted #lth yoti, toy dear Kttfe 'fibfef ?' 
sttM illie i ** it fW* for ftijr ftlftir tfid 

f6n tot atf tfeitig dse Itf 4*^ wlwfe 

#«t*l.— /Th^ttk you, tfcAift y(Mi #i*' 

added she to her compatitent, Ifrtio sJfUI- 
j^hiii^ in het joy, <?vett tabte «ian 
Ibey liad isrytnpirthised in trel^'so^rmir.^ 
"^ T^(fw if tny firthef tras fttJt to gof ai 
#«to ws nrtet trciek, tftid ff mf 
%M#^«d sttdut, I should Mlitte IM] 
person in the world !" 



■'- A$ SmImI proaounced tliese woir^ a 

voief^ Miind the litUe Ustenii^ crow4 

criad^ te a brutel tone, '^ Let us pass^ 

^ if ytou pleise, yoo have no r^li^ to 

r^ 4^ u^ tlie puUic road ! " This was 

4ite Yoict of Attorney Case, who wa»re- 

-IHinfaig with his daughter Barbiira froia 

fafe vii^ to the Abbey. — He saw. the 

^kmbf mid tried to whistle as he passed 

oq; Baribara also saw the GuiiMa«hci^ 

Npd tamed her head another way, that 

'She mi^fht avdd the contemptuous, re- 

fwoechful looks of those whom she cmly^ 

affected to despise. Even her new bon* 

mn^t in which she had expected to be so 

'^mch admired, was now oiriy service- 

aUe to Ude her face, and conceal her 

morftfcatlon. 

V - <^ I am glad she saw the Guinea-hen j"^ 
<€Hed R(»e; who now hekL.it in her 
hands. 

VOL. !!• K 



<< Nor 1 neitbd^i^ I bope^' .«ii(i, S^ 
oniiy looktiig rolind upiBii hew cipii^ 
mkm$ with '9 moft aflBMrtioBate 'iMile: 
^ I.liop4. wbUst I Mure, I flli«Ui ii^irir 
SoBf^t irdur giqodiiieQis to nw ]art Mi^ 
4&y. Now IVe my ptetty GuitttMM^ 
iM& once more, I dbookl tfaiob of t0- 
MKUmg yQMY money." 

^ No t DO i no ! '* ym9 the giexieiiil 
407. ''We don't waat tbe tXKwey-^ 
keep it» keep it*»you want it fitf yeur 
fiither/' 

«' WeU;' said Susan, '' I mi »ot 1m^ 
pvood to be obliged. I |pj// keep yoHr 
mon^ for my ^tlier. P^cbfiiNi 9tam 
time or other I may be able to eara-^" ^ 

«' Oh,'' interrupted Philip, '< doti^t let 
uetidk.of eMhiing, doa't lef, ua talk to 
her of money now ; she has not bad ttne 



hmApi te^lMk at poor Daiqr imd ImA 
about our business, anil let hkt haivei 

like cit>iird flioved: away in' coBte^f 
quence of Phil^'s considerate advice:;! 
bat it vat obaervsd, that be wai Vhe 
Yvj fauifi to 'Stir firom the gaitlen^'Widlsefe* 
faidasdf. He staid, first, to iafdna 
SmiaA^ thst it was Rose who tied tiie 
ribattds on Dtdsfs head ; then He staid, 
a little longer to let her into the hlstoi/ 
of Urn Giiiiiea*heD, aoH to tdtt her who 
it was tUtit hrou^t tibe hen home froiHb 
Urn Abbey. . 

B0ad heM the sieve, and Susdn was. 
fteding her long-lost &voarite» whtfcNP 
leaned over the wicket prolongii^ 
narratian. 

.. ^'Now, my pretty Gwnea-hen, aQT* 
na^hfty Qvknauhmf that flew awigr 

US 
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horn me, yiMi shall serer Mrv#. im*i» 
«{^n~-I nrant cut yeiir i^ wiflgs» ftil 
I won't hurt you.** ..;■ 

'< Take care," cried PUlip, ?< Yw^ 
lietter, indeed jouM better let aie Mid 
lier, whilst you cut her wings.'' r 

When this operation was suoeesifidlgr' 
performed, which it certainly couM never 
have been, if Philip had not held tiie 
hen for Susan, he recotteeted that : hia 
mother had sent him with a mesmge to 
Mrs. Price. 

Thk message kd to another qiuuter 
cf an hour's dday, for he had the whole 
history of the Guinea-hen to tdl over 
again to Mrs. Price ; and the fntiayQ* 
Mmself hicldly came in wfaflst it was 
going on, so it was but civil to begin it 
afresh ; and then the farmer was so m^ 
Jtioed to see his Susan so happy again 
with her two little fa vouriteis, that he de^ 



^AlMffclio flraatwseDaisy led UMielf, j«mI 
niiriteod tiiat be WW wMtod to hohi 
^ jl^^ lof mflkt out of which Fmmt. 
lUmi UMl tim pan: for VmyA Imppf 
Vkisy ! who laj^ped at his eabej whiliiit) 
SiMti caiesMd him* and thatriM her 
SNldtfatiier and h^ pieaaed mother. 

^ Bat. Philtp;^ said Mrs. Price, 
held ^:j«g--irou'H he kte with 
mmmgf^to^ fwr moiher ; w^ll not detaioi 

Philip departed, and as he went oi^ 
oi the igwden* wicktft he looked up, a^sid 
saw Bab and her, maid Betty 5ta»i^ 
Ottfcof the wdodow^ as usual ; on tJm b^, 
ifliniediatdj toroed hai^k to try whether 
ha had sbul the gate faa^le$t the GtuifiQa-* 
hea Slight stray out* aad fall agii^ iata 
tha ha i dp af tine enemy- 
Mies Borbiii«a» ia the coaase of thia 
di^» had ielt eonsidersSde mmti^aflttienw 

K 3 
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%at no eoBtriftion. She was Teised tlMt 
]ier qieanness was discovered, belt ^Me 
iyt no desiire to cure herself of any c^ h» 
£iults. The ball was still uj^^ennost m 
her vain sdiidi souL 

^^ WeH," said she, to her confidai^ 
Betty, " you hear how things ha^ie 
tumied out ; but if Miss Somers woti't 
flunk of asking me to go with her, I've 
a m^ion I^know who will. — As papa 
aays, it's a good thing to have two stnngs 
to one's bow." 

' Now some officers who were quar* 
ter^ at Shrewsbury, had become ac- 
quainted with Mr. Case; they had gcAtoi 
into some quarrel with a tradesman in 
the town, and Attorney Case had pro- 
mised to bring them through the af«>^ 
&ir, as the man threatened to take fte 
law of tliem. Upon the faith of this 
]nromke, and with the vain hop^, that 
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kif dvSity they might dispose him to 
htiiig in a reasonable \Mi of costs, these 
officers sometimes invited Mi% Case to, 
tihe mess ; and one of them, who had 
lately been married, pretafled upon his 
Mde sometimes to take a little notice of 
Miss Barbara. It was with this lady, 
that Miss Barbara now hoped to go to 
the harpers' ball. 

** The officers and Mrs. Strathspey, or 
more properly Mrs. Strathspey and tl^ 
officers, are to breakfast here to-morrow, 
do you know," said Bab to Betty »—». 
^^ One of them dined at the Abbey to 
day, and told papa, they*d all come; 
they are going out, on a party, some- 
where into the country, and breakfast 
herein their way»— ^Pray, Betty, don't 
isrget that Mrs. Strathspey can't break- 
fiust without -honey ; I heard her say so 






afrivM Afiw. atritttepe^ will hei likelprM 
9» witlpiiilt to^ hiMfeiragl k^ MiW 

'' W^: nmAy:^'' md Bub^ ''w ew: 
cMitiliv^ to gtot jomef bdney ]iii4fair iiei|^ 

^' There's none to te bom^ as ftr 
kaQV 0^" Mid BttiT^ 

"^ But is itkMe none to te b^ffei w^^ 
iwamml?^. wHiBttb^ lougfaiof. '' Bkn 
yoQ fivget j8uinri% bee-hive ? S^. ^vac^ 
tocher iH^ihe mcmmgf with 0»j|t cmif^/ 

it jft fw* Ifoi. Str«tta|iejr/' i^ 

fo them^rBto; BiBtty wont mtth Jittt^ 

Bfrbara^ iMnpiimeotg to SiMMBi,toi«g)i 

sotM hoMjr for Sfis* Stu^apflf, iviiMi^ 

eoiikl mt bmiribftjft iii^tfaoiit it* 
Susan did not like to part wifli 
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hmtfy^ lMD«He her naotkar fawd il» Md 
At thersAire gave Betty but • maft 
qimmity : wlieii Barbara saw hovr littk 
Sp Mm fent, sl^ called her a wuer^ and 
said die micr^ have sone moie fer Mrs. 
Skrafthspey. 

*^ m go n^seif and speidc to her; come 
yott with me, Betty/* said the youi^ kdy^ 
iriio found it at present ooBrenient to 
forget her having dedared, the day that 
die aidoed. up the hroth, tiMit she never 
would honour Susan with another vient. 

*' Susan,** said she, accoating the poor 
gill, whom she had. done every thing in 
hff. power to injure, ^^ I must b^ a little 
more honey from you for Mrs. Stra<^» 
qpey's breakfast. You know, on a par* 
ticular occaskm, suchas tluB, neighbours^ 
must help one another/* 

^ To be sure they should/* adUed 
Betty. 



tliitt ihe: iMRed, bmtr not disposddb ImI' 

reason to despise. She civilly. aomreM^^ 
thftt ab|& lite stery dhe hiMi «» morahd* 
najr. At) jpaaoi^ .Bhstnf a^ ^ciw nog^, 'aMt 
liflt idi eoflMMnd: ef heweH viieii dfi^ 
snr; jbhftif iSUttDb wMhMt regibArig^ bcr 
r«pfo«clMta^ mmtt m kbking tfamugh tii»: 
glai» paar io the beo-Uve.^^^ VVb tdb 
jmi w]nt» SMm: Price^** waid ri», in a 
h%I^4oiit, ^^ ttie koofty I «^lhaiw; so jbii: 
i«lgritsi:i«)i pwritto me by fw noonp .«iW 
Yil$ jornn i^%iedfc ! wili yon givd itttuia 
oit«)t? wift/ycMSgHre me tittfk ^ee. af^ 
titt.bamj«€(MJk tlMtUes Om?'^ ^ 

^* That bit of Imiej^oQndi ia £ri: aqr; 
iteflter's iMttidiKst/' saUl Sttsafi; "l 
cannot give it you/* 



« * * 

jMBtB^NBODAi^ fcrfiioh wap ifiiiBf by iMMe 

gathered for her mother's . tmu Bdix 
j MBp oJ^ but; at ker first; dtet ' she 
tjiadsied ^niiy thii^ ixneoHBjr t ilMrmiEnie a 
«ec0iid ifavtitt the hb aiyw rtil wiA.iBi 
heir «ttii^||^ to obtaioH it, iriife d^ienigt 
itlir bM*Um. The bees. sMBaroMd about 
k^'T^hev vmd*Bdtty seretivNd,. and^nn 
raivaj. Skisan^ who vy» jhc^tettot b^ a 
Ul>uralim4mt» called to BnftttM, «pd» 
wkam th^ black dnrtem of IttBi «me 
10W settttiigf and begged htl? to 8i»id 
atiUf and not to beat Hmdi anrii]^. -^^ if 
]F9U rttmd quiatlj^ fm» wmt-t be s^iib^ 
perhaps." Bat iiirtead 0i staadi% 
9biietl7» Bab bi^ted» and efamped, 
moA roaradi and tbe bfisa stiiag bar tet- 






riblft Imt «ittn nd har im iiMttei « 
aftigiitftilattiiiier. She^w »#i *fc*l 
Jhgr poor 8iM>n» did tKodwMtaw- '^Mnk 
"Batfi who^ nbir the misiidii^ #wtdiiM^ 
thboght onljr of escu^ioliiiiir Nmd^ «i 
fMrnwler* " :.';-' ^i')- 

ladeedt JMKss Bodbon^? tMU ik^ 

Ou WM qinle wnm; of fou^: toi ffi 
and gekjomorif into sodia'soiiiifei 4 
iriudl be tamed awmj for it, jlmUjtei^ 

^ I don't core whether you iteitalxMi 
aori^ or not," said Barbara, ^T ne^w 
ftit such pain in iliy life« Cata't jm 
do sometiibig for me? I don^^mbidfi^lt 
pain ather, lo nmch as being sne^ a 
fi^t Pray, ham am I to be it ^ te 
seen at hmk£ut by Mrs. Strathspey? 
and I stippose i can't go to tUe faal 
either, to-mmTow, after aU ! " : : . • 

^ No, that you cau^t expect to do, 
indeed,*' said &tty the comforter. ^Ym 




•mifii WIML MB 

iwi tmUi«g»inm'tgo off jrwr £im tliit 
wmk*r^*Cbiti'B not wluit.|wiii8iiie^ bat 
rut tlwMi^ of whftt your jMqpa wiUtaqr 
tone» iriiai lie aees you, wiio. : 

WkUat this aniiaUe mistren tal mmi 
Mie Jtt thdr adversitff leviliag oofe ano- 
|j||Mr» SwM» when ahe saw th«l sheicould 
lie of no fiaiiier uae« was {HepmiDg to 
4epait, bitt at the iiovse-door shl was 
9Ml fcgr ilifr* Case. 

Jklr. Cose had revolired things in Us 
aanid, lor his second visit at tte Abbegr 
fteaasd Um as little as his fest, fimn a 
few wm^ SSr Arthur and Miss Somm 
dropped m speaking <tf Susan and Farw 
iBier Price. Mr. Case be|^ to fear, that 
lie bad mistaken his game in quarreBii^ 
with this Qunily. The refusal of his pre- 
lient dw^t upon the attm^ney^s- 
md he was aware» that if thefaiiribory 
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i>^—ti^ktoipfevi<iHmlfci<ir<»iHlfciy,ite 

itts uadMr; 1m <i»w Hkim^ii i Ofctm 

nb^ f nHteqt . wmhcs* He «tiM^ pdiMVf 

^IMlbir would H *» hml^^tmMtk 

with the Pm«ff «Mt aMs-I Mim W K a it 

iipaeda. Co— lyicntljr, wiM» Ut mn^ti&saa 

-tibhrndaaeiihttonQaitk gtmimn KWiillP:" 

<* lUmsn ymt HMtiMfr, S«Mfll^'* (MAS 

Lite "^ i» iMns' aqr tUag iM MR* iHoMe 

.Mn te of servior 49 ler? V^m glMf>lb 

see you here. Barbaml'BtfrbliHitfiM^ 

ctifld he ; " cAoie down Miui«i43ftSi, and 

^qftek 4» Sutm Pnce;'' AwdJ^ i» «b 

•Bariiara wMmMi, her fettit >«lrili4l 

stood aixi»»d «t tlie spoctisto^ «C lir 

Bettf iflitaiili]F hegn tm iUk Hk 
moTf htt omwL mray. Bpb «birfiidklMi 

tiflciH^ tbe maM 4way wpoii tifltf^^^; 



^Ml |«iftiQ;attclilt]0n ^ wmf}ftr, he d0« » 
flWwibi £mm 1m ilaughter^ bow 'jri»/ 

flkmmm>m$'nei^bamlYMnd <Miging afe 
te j|gbe,|nM Bfoseof heir Imicff; tooMit'l" 
Ttti^te Qonttiit wiUlMk adttiog^ vpon tM ' 
honey-comb by force? This is scaiMl»*< 
l<iwi jfebOTiOfin iuidvvjiat^ I aBsiitc ydu, 
lami'ifei&uaiMMice;' ; ' ) 

MgisUi now kltdroecM fi)r Bwham;* 
«id Itlil»i«ttmn^, isiofittBnig Us vokcr^ 
said that Susan was a sgretft ^^ toor!: 
gabd talier/'^as indefd yott are, Su- 
amBy"^ jaiigd. hB^ ^' to every body. i> 
flN^ieber ior^your sa]fie.^' 

Bamn'. oovitcsied^ iii great jsurpriae^ 
birt faier iamb awld not be* fargottetii^ 
iMiihel(ftthe.attoi9iey'a lioia9e :as soaa^^ 
aataiis cmU, tm nnike ihetr tooUifer'a riON^ 
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Hit. Case MWy tluit SoiMiiii* att w 
8fan{de as to be taken in bjr a firar finr^ 
wovds. His next attempt waa taoon-^ 
c8iate Fanner Price ; the fainwr was a 
hbantf honest man, and his oooateBsnee 
remMned inflexiUy amtenqptuous, when 
the attornejr addressed him in the softest 
tone. 

So stood matters the day of the loog^ 
expected haqiers* ball. — ^Miss Barbava 
Case, stung by Susan's bees^ could not, 
after all her manceuvies, go with Mxs. 
Strathqiey to the ball. 

The balI«rpom was filled early in the 
evenii^ ; there was a numerous assenii* 
bly; the harpers, who contended for 
the prize, were placed under the music- 
gallery at the lower end of the. room;' 
amongst them was our old blind fi^iend^ 
who, as he was not so well dad as his 
competitors, seemed to be dasdaioed Igr 
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\Ssc. gi^iHlfKim ir«fe now afpoiAtedf lo 
^ j^l^ll^ 'of the peipftHrmmce. They 
iNire «Mfil4 «i A wnidrck> opporite tn 

iMsiie fond ti mtisie; wex^ qhaoii^ tHe 
hdm ib tlie semion^, 4nd the prise 
wi#« lo<^pi4 in the bm(te of Sir Arthiw^ 
'Riere wav 00W sifence. Tbe $fsf^ 
Iwfp ^owkdedi aad att each tnusiiiM 
llwd hi* nljJI, the audnroee seaned Hi 
ffei^k, OiiJt^^Mh destaryed the pn«e. Thil 
dd blind man was the last; \m tuned 
)m i«i9tna«ient, laoA m<^ a «iin{^ pa- 
th^ic 9toftHa( WM heard m touched evm^ 
heart. AU wcine fixed in delighted «t^ 
teBlioc^ aad when- the iMsic ceased, thil 
sBbnce finr som^ moments eontiauedi<»t«*t 
f%fi fi^leBiE^ iraK felHiwed by an tmii^mM 
buzz of nf^iiaiipe. Th<» judges were unah- 
mi)4<>lia< in their opimonii^ and k f^as 
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dedared, that the <^d blind harper, vfho 
played the last, deserved the ptire. 
. The simple, pathetic air, which wdn 
the suffrages of the whole assembly, was 
his own composition ; he was pressed to 
gire the words belonging to the mode, 
and at last he modestly off^ered to re^ 
peat them, as he could not see to write. 
Miss Somers's ready pencil was in- 
stantly produced, and the old harper 
dictated the words of his bdlad, which 
he called, " Smarts Lamentation for 
her Lamb** 

Mi^ Somers looked at her brother 
from time to time, as she wrote ; and 
Sir Arthur, as soon as the old man had 
finished, took him aside and asked him 
some questions, which brought the 
whole history of Susan's Iamb, and of 
Attorney Case's cruelty, to light. 

The attorney himself was preserit, 
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when the harper began to dictate his 
ballad; his colour, as Sir Arthur stea- 
dy looked at him, varied continually ; 

tiK at length, when he heard the 

« 

words, ** Susan's Lianientation for her 
Lamb," he suddenly shrank' back, sculk- 
ed through the crowd and disappeared. 
We shall not follow him, we had rather 
follow our old friend, the victorious 
harper. 

No sooner had he received the teii 
guineas, his well-merited prize, than he 
, tetired into a small room belonging to 
the people of the house, asked for pen, 
ink, and paper, and dictated, in a low 
voice, to his boy, who was a tolerably 
good scribe, a letter, which he ordered 
him to put directly into the Shrewsbury 
past-office ; the boy ran with the letter 
to the post*office; he was but just in time» 
for the postman's horn was sounding. 



^Munty b» wife, and Sw^, w^^fe «itl^(^ 

of 0b$wP» wftf qaarly at an^ fn4 mA 
tlot.tjba iw^ey waf^iiot jetmgde up for 
j0liiiiSiaipMn» ibe suMitiite, a kiiiH4l 
was faear4 at the dai^^ ao4 the p^afoiyi 
wbnr visually ddivor^d tlie latt^rs m Iter 
iuUi|jge^:|ptit a letter iDto Soiap's JwRil 
saying, ** A penny, if you please — hfN9f$ 
a letter far your fatfaer/* 

"' SWioe !** said Vammr Pmot, ^' bailed 
tiie paany ^en ; baft who cim H Ilia 
&eQ^, ImmiJar ; w^ em think of wiijK^ 
ingatp tn^, in this world?" He taM 
cfNen tbe fett^ but tjie haid; nama al 
tb^bottoas c^ the pi^ puziM bifti^ 
''Sfour ^bilged frimd ^^ lA&wAjnW 
^^ Ancl what's ^is ? " s«id he, : afmiixiga 
paper Hiat waa cndaied ia tha Itflteri 
'' it's ^ fiftmtg, sae^ingiy ; it wMfb |« 
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Motiiody timt has a mind to make an 
i^ fool of me/' 

^ But it is not Aprils it is Ma/y &* 
ther/' 9md Susan. 

^ Wdl, let us read the letter, and we 
AaQ come at the truth— -aH in good 
time.'' 

Farmer Price sat down in his own 
Aair^ for he could not read entirely to 
llis satisfiiction in any other, and read as 
iUDo^s: 

« My worthy friend, 

** I am sure you will be glad to hearjj 
lihat I ha^e had good success this night. 
1 have won the ten-guinea prize, and 
ftr that I am in a great measure indebt^ 
ed to your sweet daughter Susan, as you 
will see by a little ballad I enclose for 
her.r— Your hospitality to me has af- 
ferded ine an opportunity of learning 
Mine of your family history. You do 
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UPt, I h^^pcj f«rg«fc that l.m^mwtltm 
w^hen you were counting tbatre^^i^piieL jq^ 
Supu'silittlapiifs^^ and i\^Bp I beanl 
for tirhat purpose it was all jd^tin€«L''pp«it 
YoufJ^ve jiQt, I koQW^ jfit mpde up the 
full sjunji for your siibstiJbute> John Simply 
son, therefore do me the favour to uWf 
tp^. ,five«guin^ bank note^ whi^ jpu 
1^^ 'find within the ballad* You sdmH, 
not iSnd me as hard a cre^or as Attqv«f 
ney Case. Pay me the money at yo«r 
own convenience ; if it is nev^v conve- 
iiient: to ypu taf a|;i^,,( ^^laUnfvf^^fi^jit* 
1 «h^ gp poy. wvn^s agttia 4hroiigli 1M^ 
oountry^* I fcielieve, about this tim^ ]iiesKl[ 
yeipxi and will call to see haw youtdofi^ 
40li tp. p^y the new tune fpr Si^n aqd^ 
the dear little hoyis. 

f ' I should JMSt add, to sf t ypjcur b^axtr 
at re^t about the mooey, th^i . it 4ff9l^ 
not dia^ess me at.all to lend ij^t to ym;? 



¥4bi licit qtdite ik) poor a^ f appear to 
be ; but it is my humour to go dbouf ad 
1 db. i se6 rtfofe of the world und^ my 
tUttelr^ g^rb than, pelfiaps, I shoutfl 
'Wftr see in a bettei- dvess. There are 
"ttfiaiiy of my profbsiOD, who at« of tXie 
^Mnie mind as myself in tftiis respect'*, 
and we are glad, when it lies in our way^ 
tOr do any kindness to such a worthy 
4hmily as yours — So fare ye well, 
^ Your obKged Mend, 

Sibsan now^ by her father^s desire, 
opcmed the ballad: he picked up the 
Are^guinea bank note, whOst she re^ 
^th surprise^ ^ Susan's Lamentatioir tcft 
9ier Lamb.'' Her mother teaned over ber 
dioulder to read the words, but the;^ 
%ere interrupted^ before they had fi* 
iMied the first stanza, by another knodk 
«t Ifie door. It was not the postman 



with another letter : it w«s Sur jAjljpbff 
and his sisters. , ... . r^ . 

They came with an intentkfi^ whidi 
thej were much disap|>oin.tejiJta^.,||li|^ 
that the old harper bad ren^qrecf va/iprnf 
they qame to lend the fiiimer ,aii4 Jfif 
good fiuniljthe money, to pay, finr fail 
substitute. , .,, ,,. 

'< But, since we are here," said , Sur 
Arthur, 'Met me do my ownbosineiii^ 
which I had like to have fQm)Uen. ,Mr* 
Price, will you comeout withme, and 
let me show you a piece of yo^r lan^ 
through which I want to make^ a ^road. 
Look there," said Sir Arthur, ppin^jijig 
to the spot, ** I am lajring out ,a-,i^ 
round my estate, and that bit; of land 
of yours stops me." 

"Why so, sir?" said Price: **Jtlhe 
land's mine, to be sure, for that matter; 
but I hope you don't look up<»i n^e to 



SIMPLS SUSAN. SM 

lib' thttt sort of person, that wouI4 be 
stiff about s trifle or so." 
' •* Why^" said Sir Arthur, « I had 
tourd you were a litigious, pig*heade4 
Mfow ; but you do not seem to deserr^ 
^Kis character.*" 

^ '^^ Hope not, sir,** said the farmer ; 
^* but about the matter of the land, I 
dm*t want to make no advantage qf 
f&ar wishing for it : you are welcome to 
it, and I leave it to you to find me out 
another bit of land convenient to me^ 
that will be worth neither more nor 
lesa» or else to make up the value to me 
some way or other. I need say no niore 
about if 

^ I hear something,*' continued Sir 
Arthur, after a sfamt silence, '^ I hear 
something, Mr. Pifee, of a flaw in 
your lease. I wouldt not speak to you 
of it whilst we were bargaining about 
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ytour land, lest I ifhovld over-awe you ; | 
but tell me what is thisjliiwf'^^ 
• «' In tnrthi aftd the truth is the fittest 
tfAng to be spoken at all tirnds,"^ saM 
the farmer, •* I didn*t know nftyisdf 
what a flaw 9 as they call it, meant, tm 
•1 heard of the word frt>nv Attorney Case ; 
tmd I take it, otflmo is ndtfcer more hor 
lesd than a mistake, as one should^ ^\ 
tiow by reason a nuin do^s ndt make a 
mistake on purpose, it seems to me to 
be the fair thing, that if a man find^ 
out his mistake^ he might set it right ; 
bttt Attorney Case says, this \s not law, 
and Fve. no more to say. The matt 
who drew up my lease made a mistake, 
tfttd if I must suffix for it I must,^' said 
tfle jfermw. * However I can ^ow 
ytwi, SSr Arthur, just for my isitm satts- 
Ikftion and yours, a few lines of a me- 
ttdrandum (m a is% of pap^r, Whicl 



wa3 ^en jBie J^ your i:elatu7n^ ^ gw^ 
tleman ir^o lived here before^ gnd let 
iqe m J farm. You'll see, by that bit of; 
I^p^r, what was meant ; but the attop* 
nay says, the paper's not worth a bufcr. 
toa in a court of justice, and I don^ 
understajod these things. AU I undejE^ 
stand is the common honesty of the^ 
matter. I've no more to say." 
., 5« This, attorney, whom you speak ot, 

so often," said Sir Arthur, " you.swm, 

» » # ' ', 

to have some quarrel with himv Nof^^i 
yould you tell me.friankly, what is the 
matter between   " 

** The matter between us then/' said 
Price, " is a little bit of groundt ^ot 
worth much, that thpre is open to^ the 
laae at the end of Mr* Case's gardw^ 
3ir, and he wanted to take it in. Now^i 
I fcol4 him my mind, that it belonged to 
ttie parish, and that I never would wSl^ 
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it^jr gyre my consent to his cribbing 
it in that way. Sir, I was the more 
loath to see it shut into his garden, which 
moreover is large enow of all conscience 
withoot it| because you must know, 
Sir Arthur, the children in our village 
are fond of making a little play-green 
of it, and they have a custom of meet- 
ing on May«4ay at a hawthorn that 
stands in the middle of it, and alto* 
gether I was very loath to see^em turned 
out of it by those who had no right.*' 

'^ Let us go and see this Yiook/* said 
Sir Arthur ; ** it is not far off, is it ? " 
** Oh no, sir, just hard-by here/* 
When they ]got to the ground, Mr. 
Case, who saw them walking together, 
was in a hurry to join them, that he 
might put a stop to any explanations. 
Explanations were things of which he 
had a great dread, but fortunatelj 



ilxras juip&a this oocaeaon a ii^tia Iwi 
*^ Is itm the nook in dilute ? " aaid 
*' ¥^ ; this is the whole tUng,** snid 



^ Why^ SSr Ajithur, don't let i^ ifO^ 
any inofe about it, said the .politifi 
attorney, with an ussfimed lair pf geifie- 
rmiiy r ^ ti^t^ it belong to wiK^m it wiU, f 
give it lip Id yo^." 

" Sd ifreat a lawyer, Mr, Case, a> 
yoti are/' rej^ied Sir Artiburi " mmit 
know that a TX)an cmitiot give up t|t«li 
U> whkh h^ has no legist titfe ; ^m) in 
ttAs csa^j it is impossible that« with thi^ 
best intentions to oblige me i^ th^ 
worlds you: can givQ up this bit of Imd 
to m0» /because it if mine already^ ^ ft 
Mii oont ince you ie0ectuaUy, by ^ m^p 
of the adjoining laod> which I hai^e for^ 
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tunatelj safe among my papers. Than 
piece of ground belonged to the form 
on the opposite side of the road, and it 
was cut off when the lane was made.^ 

" Very possibly ; I dare say you are 
quite correct; you must know best/' 
said the attorney, trembling for the 
agency. 

« Then/' said Sir Arthur, «* Mr. 
Price, you will observe, that I now pro- 
mise this little green to the children, for 
a play-ground, and I hope they may 
gather hawthorn many a Maynday at 
this their favourite bush." 

Mr. Price bowed low, which he sel- 
dom did, even when he received a hr 
vour himself. 

" And now, Mr. Case,*' said Sir Ar. 
thur, turning to the attorney, who did 
not know which way to look, ^ you sent 
me a lease to look over."' 
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** Ye~-Te-^7e8/' stammered Mn 
Case, ^ I thought it my duty to do so^ 
not out of any malice or iU-wili ^ to this 
good man/' 

" You have done him no injury,"^ 
said Sir Arthur coolly. — ;" I am ready 
to make him a new lease, whenever he 
pleases, of his farm; and I shall be 
guided by a memorandum of the orig^« 
nal bargain, which he has in his posses- 
sion. I hope I never shall take an un- 
fair advantage of any one." 

" Heaven forbid, sir,** said the at- 
torney, sanctifying his face, ** that I 
should suggest the taking an unfair 
advantage of any man, rich or poor— 
but to break a bad lease, is not taking 
an unfair advantage." 

You really think so? '^ said Sir Arthur. 
Certainly I do, and I hope I have 
not hazarded your good opinion, by 
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spMkidg my mind eoBceratf^ tH^ flaw 
^plkiidiy^. I alwajs uiidejrsKitod, 4hf% 
tiwre icouici be notfaiaff Mogentiim^o^ 
like in the way of business, in tsSsxE^ 
<()Fantage of « fttw ia a leoa^." 

'^NowV' said Sir Artbttjr, ''yoUihaiie 
prDnoniTced judgment, undmgntK^i M 
your owi:i case.-- You Aot^ftded to mA 
Bte this ^or man's lease^ but your hm^ 
}af mnm misteke* brouight fm jam 
own, and' I hare diaooviered a ^tial emoe 
in \tr 

'' A fatal etf or ! *" said tbe dlarmed 
aittaniey. 

^* Y«S| gir," fl^id Sir Arthur, piilling 
tlie lease out of bis pocket ; '^ here it 
kK*-you will observe, that it is maitbai! 
signed nor sealed by the grantor*" 

^ But "^m won't take advani^E^ of 
me ^ilrely^ Sir Arthur/' said dfr/C!ase, 
fcrg^tijag bis own prancipks^ 
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^ I shatt net take advantage of yon 
as yoa would have taken of this honest 
man. In both cases I shall be guided 
by memorandums which I have in my 
possession. I shall not, Mr. Case, de* 
fraud you of one shilling of your pto* 
perty. I am ready, at a fair valuation, 
to pay the exact value of your bouse 
and land, but, upon this condition, 
that you quit the parish within one 
month.'* 

Attorney Case submitted, for he 
knew that he could not legally resist — 
He was glad to be let off so easily, and 
he bowed^ and sneaked away, secretly 
comforting himself with the hope, that 
when thev came to the valuation of the 
house and land, he should be the gainer, 
perhaps of a few guineas ; his reputa- 
tion he justly held very cheap. 

*^ You are a scholar, you write a good' 
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}WP^/T<^ ^^'M fl^ep acQcwitt^ cannot 
j^u ? '* 9dic) Sir Ai^Miuif to JWr» Paiw, ai 
th^y walked home towiird$ bis cottage* 
*^ I think I s4w: a : WU of your littla 
<l%flghter^$ drawj^oiit the other day^ 
wbjDGh Y^fts very iteatly watteai. Did: 
jou tea<t^ har to write ? " 

r " No, sir,'* ,said Price, " I carft say 
I did tbat^ for 6he mostly taught it bms* 
self; bat I taught her a little arithme- 
tic, as far as I knew, on our winto 
nightfv when I h^d i^hing better to 
do." 

' ^^> Your dai^hter sdiQWs that sbe /has 
been weU tayght/' said Sir Artbufi' 
^^ and her good conduct aad good cha^ 
racter speak strongly in favour of h^ 
parei^ts." 

*' You are very goodt very good in- 
deed, sir, to speak in this sort of wfayi'* 
4Md the delighted father. 
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^ But I mean to do more ihnu pc^ 
f^u mtk words,'' stid Sir Artfcnr. «* You 
are attached to your own family : p^^ 
baps you may become attached to me, 
when you come to know me, and' we 
^fhafl have frequent opportunities of 
jirdging of ^ne another. I want no 
^ent to squeeze my tenants, or to do 
toy dirty work. I only want a steady, 
btelligettt, bonest man, like you, to 
collect my rents, and I hope, Mrl Price, 
you will hdve no objection to the em- 
|Joyment * 

^' I hope, sir,*" said Price, with joy 
and gratitude glowing in his honest 
countenance, '' that you*ll never have 
no cause to repent your goodness.'* 

*' And what are my sisters about 
here?'* said Sir Arthur, entering the 
cottage, and going behind his sisters. 
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who were busily engaged ia measor* 

ing an extremely pretty-cokmred ea- 

lico. 

" It is for Susan ! my dear brother," | 

said they. 

^ I knew she did not keep that guinea 
for herself," said Miss Sotners ; " I hare 
just prevailed upon her mother to tell 
me what became of it. Susan gave it 
to her father — ^but she must not refuse a 
gown of our choosing this time, and I < 
am sure she will not, because her mo- 
ther, I see, likes it.— And Susan, I hear, 
that, instead <^ being Queen of the ISIaj 
this year, you were sitting in your side 
mother *s room. Your mother has a little 
colour in her cheeks now." 

^^ Oh, ma^am,'* interrupted Mrs. 
Price, *« I'm quite well— ^, I think, ; 
has made me quite waell." 
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^ TbM,** mAd Miss Somen, ^I lK>pt 
fOu will be able to come out ^mi ymuc 
i^augliter^s birth-dayi which I bear is Ae 
"Sffth df this month. — ^Make baste and 
get quite w^ before that daf, for tuf 
^brother intends that all the lads and 
lasses of the village ^all have a daace 
on Susan's birth-day.** 

" Yes/' said Sir Arthur ; « and I 
iiope, on that day, Susan^ you will be 
"veiy hap;>y with your little friends nfon 
ifiidr play^green. I shall tell them, that 
it is your good conduct wfai(^ has ob* 
taiaed it fiir them; and if yon have 
any thing to ask, any £ttle fevour for 
any of your companion^ whidi we can 
grant, aow ask» Susan ; these ladies lo<^ 
m if tfaey would tiot refuse yeu mg: 
tyng that is reaaCHmUe; and I thiflfc: 
you loA as if you woiidd not ask aigr 
tMng ^unreasonable." 
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** Sur,** said Susan, after consulting her . 
mother^s eyes, " there is, to be sure a fo- ^ 
vour I should like to ask; it is for Rose.'' ^ 

" Well, I don't know who Rose is," | 
said Sir Arthur, smiling ; " but go on.** ^ 

** Ma'am, you have seen her, I be^ ^ 
lieve ; she is a very good girl indeed," 
said Mrs. Price. , 

" And works very neatly indeed," ^ 
continued Susan, eagerly, to Miss So- ^ 
mers ; ^^ and she and her mother heard 
you were looking out for one to wait ., 
upon you," 

Say no more," said Miss Somers, 

your wish is granted; tell Rose to 
come to the Abbey to-morrow morning, . 
or rather come with her yourselfji, for 
our housekeeper, I know, wants to talk 
to you about a certain cake. She wishes, i 
Susan, that you should be the maker of \ 
the cake for the dance, and she has 
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(ood things ready looked out for it al- 
€ady, I know. It must be large enough 
iMr every body to have a slice, and the 
kousekeeper will slice it for you. I only 
kope your cake will be as good as your 
bread. — ^Fare ye well." 

How happy are those who bid fare- 
irell to a whole family, silent with gra- 
titude who will bless them aloud when 
bey are far out of hearing ! 

** How do I wish, now/' said Farmer 
Price, " and it's almost a sin for one, 
that has had such a power of favours 
jbne him, to wish for any thing more ; 
but how I do wish, wife, that our good 
Inend the harper, Susan, was only here 
lit this time being, it would do his old 
WBxm heart good. Well the best of it 
is, we shall be able next year, when he 
:omes his rounds, to pay him his money 
irith thanks, being all the time, and for 
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^ver^ as ntudi oUigfed 'te bim is& tf ivi 
kept it, and ivumtod it as badly as m 
4aA when lie gvw it so hatncbMMiie.'^ 
Idi^, so i do, to see him in tb^ hmaai 
'again, drinkii]^, as he did, just in thj| 
spot, a glass of Susan's Biead, to M 
▼ery go^d bsalt^." 

^Yes," said Susan, ''and the n&ti 
time he comes, I can give him (me ^ 
my Guinea-hen's egga, and I shdyi shell 
-faim my h^okh Daisy." 

" True, k)TC," smd ber -mo^ier ; ** teii 
^e win play that tui^, and siag^ ibm 
.pretty baHad'-^where is it,Yor I h&v« eH 
tfinishedit?" 

'' Rose ran away with it, mothei*; «MJ 
9*41 step aft^ her and brbg it ba<^ 4M 
70U tUis mmute/' said SuKian* 

Si»an ISmad her fi^end Rose mt tkl 
bawthoni, in the ^ids(t; of a crowdd 
^de of her Q^mpaBioiis, to wfadm iAtt 
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was reading ^' Susan's Lamentation for 
her Lamb.*' 

** The words are something — ^bot the 
tupe— the tune— I must have the tune/' 
cried Philip. " I'll ask my mother . to 
ask Sir Arthur^ to try and rout out. 
which way that good old man went 
;^fter the ball ; and if he's above ground 
we'll have him back by Susan's birth* 
day, and he shall sit here, just exactly 
here^ by this our bush, and he shall 
i P^y — ^ mean if he pleases — ^that there 
tune for us ; and I shall learn it — I mean 
if I can — ^in a minute." 

The good news, that Farmer Price 
was to be employed to collect the rents^ 
and that Attorney Case was to leave the 
the parish in a month, soon spread over 
the village. Many came out of their 
houses to have the pleasure of hearing 
the joyful tidings confirmed by Susan 
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liendK'; tlie «Mvd sm&e plqr^gaEoeft cat- 
creased every minute. 

^ Yes,'' cried the triuBapfanit Philip, 
*< I iell jmi it!s bU true, evety wevd of 
it. Susan's too aodest to say it fa)3rsd&^ 
Imt I tell ye all. Sir Arthur gave tis AAs 
'ptKy-gBKOi fiMT ever^ o& sccrant of inr 
being ;so /goed»^ 

Ydu ne, M: last, AttOTBey Case, vvith 
ail ins cmming, has not frared m nutdi 
JGor '' Simple Susan:' 
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